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KIELCE /SWIETOKRZYSKIE AND VINNYTSA REGIONS—PARTNERSHIP AND
COOPERATION FROM PERSPECTIVE PAST DECADES.

Ixeas k., FOmmk A. IlapTHepcbka cniBnpaus mixk M. Keabue (CBeHTOKIIMHCKOE
BO€EBOJCTBO) i BIHHMIILKMM 006J1aCTIO y CBIiTJIi OCTAHHIX IeCATHIIITB. Y CTATTI IpECTaBICHI
OCHOBHI, a TaKOX TIpaBOBI OCHOBHW cmiBmparyi, mnokmageHoi B 1950 pomi mibk Kemnbie
(CBenTOKIIMHCKOE BOEBOJCTBO) 1 BiHHUIbKIM perioHoM. He3Bakarouu Ha MepeTBOPEHHS, IO
IpOXOJATh B 000X KpaiHax, L€ CHIBIOpals SK 1 paHille akTyaJbHO B YMOBax HOBOI'O
MDKHApOJHOIO CTaHy. ¥ CTaTTI BUCBITJIEHA HU3Ka 3aX0/lIB, IPAKTUYHE 3aCTOCYBAHHS AKUX OyJie
KOPHCHE JUIsl Py PETIOHIB, OKPYTIB, 110 BUSBISAIOTH LIKABICTh J0 LI€T CIIBIPALIL.

I'kens k., KHOmmk A. IlapTHepckoe corpyanuuyectBo Mexay r. Keabue
(CBeHTOKIIMHCKOE BOEBOJACTBO) M BUHHMIIKOH 00/1aCTHI) PETHOHOM B CBeTe IMOCJEIHUX
AecATHIIeTHH. B cTaThe npe/cTaBiieHbl OCHOBHBIE, & TAKXKE MPABOBbIE OCHOBBI COTPY/IHUYECTBA,
nojoxenHoro B 1950 roxy mexay Kenbie (CBEHTOKIIMHCKOE BOCBOJACTBO) M BUHHHIIKUM
pernoHoMm. HecMmoTpst Ha mpeoOpazoBaHus, MPOXOIAIINE B 00EUX CTPaHAaX, 3TO COTPYAHUYECTBO
MO-TIPE)KHEMY aKTyaJbHO B YCJIOBHSX HOBOM MEXAYHapoIHOW 0OcTaHOBKU. B crarhe ocBelleH
P MEpONpUATUH, NMPAKTUYECKOE MPUMEHEHHE KOTOPBIX OyJeT MOJIe3HO MJs psla PEeruoHOB,
OKpPYT'OB, IPOSIBIISIOIIUX HHTEPEC K 3TOMY COTPYIHUYECTBY.

GrzelaJ., Juszczyk A. Kielce /Swigtokrzyskie and Vinnytsa Regions — Partnership
and Cooperation From Perspective Past Decades. The aim of this article is to show the way
the cooperation between the two regions has come. It presents the formal and the legal bases of
the cooperation. These are both the bases that lay at the heart of the beginning of cooperation in
the 1950s and the bases that have been in effect since the time the political transformations
occurred in both countries and are still valid in the new international situation. Attention to the
practical dimension is the reason that a whole range of various undertakings is shown. These
undertakings can be conducted in a situation when regions, counties, communes or various
institutions show interest in cooperation.

Introduction. Ukraine is a strategic, economic and political partner of Poland. It has set
its priority goals with the ongoing socio-economic changes. Poland’ s experience in aspiring for
European Union accession and its help to Ukraine in that matter are not without significance.
Poland — by supporting Ukraine's pro-European ambitions — follows the EU policy, since
transfrontier connections are considered an element of political integration by the European
Union. Both countries cooperate on various planes. The cooperation’s character is international,
as well regional and local. Among numerous interregional contracts and agreements, the
cooperation of Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast is particularly noteworthy. It is
characterized by different scopes and levels of the intensity of mutual connections and
undertakings. The cooperation involves local government units, non-governmental organizations,
economic entities and higher education institutions. Here, the cooperation of the two main cities
of Swigtokrzyskie region and Vinnytsia Oblast is especially distinctive.

The aim of the authors of the article — who had been, at different points in time, managing
members of the voivodeship authorities, and thus have had an influence on the course of the
cooperation — is to describe the variety of forms of contacts between both partners.

The idea and the legal basis of the international cooperation of territorial self-
government units. The changes that occurred at the turn of the 21st century in the countries of
East-Central Europe brought about a new political, military, social and economic situation.
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Unrestricted international cooperation became possible, not only at the national level but also at
the level of regional and local communities. Attempts to establish various relations, to exchange
scientific and cultural achievements, to eliminate economic gaps and to break mutual stereotypes
and prejudices, resulted in advanced forms of interregional cooperation. Regions which
cooperate internationally play an important part in the development of Europe, as they directly
support the process of communication and integration of communities, institutions and
enterprises. Their aim is to create international activity areas for the economy and service sector
and to turn country borders into administrative boundaries. The most common aims of the
cooperation are: development of economic relations, protection of the environment and
elimination of ecological hazards, expansion of transport and communication infrastructure,
gpatial development, development of connections in the fields of education, science, culture,
health care, sport and tourism, as well as elimination of potential threats, risks and effects of
natural disasters. Both local self-governments and central government bodies are involved in the
cooperation.

General legislative framework of the international cooperation is defined in the
documents passed by the Council of Europe, that is. European Outline Convention on
Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities and Authorities passed in Madrid
on May 21, 1980 (called Madrid Convention) along with two Additional Protocols, European
Charter For Border And Cross-border Regions passed in November of 1981 (modified on
December 1, 1995) and European Charter of Local Self-government passed on October 15, 1985.
Similar qualifications in relation to the regions, giving them the power to conduct regional
foreign policy, were outlined in the European Charter of Regional Self-government, passed by
the Congress of the Council of Europein 1997. [1]

The legal basis of the cross-border cooperation of the Polish regions constitutes of the
Constitution of the Republic of Poland and bilateral agreements [2] which provide an overall
framework for undertaking international activity on regional and local level of a given country.
In the field of foreign policy, the authorities of our country, since the beginning of the 1990s,
have been aiming at creating conditions for regional and local centres to effectively cooperate
with selected international partners [3]. The achievement of these goals was undoubtedly
favoured by the central government reform in Poland, decentralization of power, development of
the idea of territorial autonomy and the new administrative division of the country.

The acts on voivodeship self-government and on government administration in the
voivodeships — passed on June 5, 1998 — have had a direct influence on the subsequent
development of the cross-border and interregional cooperation. Both the self-government reform
and the reform of the administrative division of the country introduced a new subject of this
cooperation, i.e. voivodeship self-governments. New voivodeships present themselves in a much
more favourable light in terms of economic strength, cultural potential or social potential. This
makes them capable of conducting regional policy and intensive relations of a cross-border
character, for they have also been granted considerable powers in international cooperation. On
September 15, 2000 the Sejm of the Republic of Poland has also passed the Act on the principles
of joining international organizations of local and regional communities by territorial self-
government units[4]. This law gives the self-government units of all levels the power to conduct
international cooperation, in abroad sense, within their own competence and the Polish law.

An outline of the history of the cooperation of Swietokrzyskie Voivodeship and
Vinnytsia Oblast. The relations between Poles and Ukrainians became lawfully regulated on
May 18, 1992, when the Treaty of Good Neighbourship and Friendly Cooperation was signed
between the Republic of Poland and Ukraine. In the treaty both countries declared that they
would support the development of direct relations between regions, administrative-territorial
units and cities of the Republic of Poland and Ukraine, which would strengthen the relations
between Poland and Ukraine. Building construction, spatial development, transport, public
utilities, industry, trade, agriculture, wildlife conservation and environmental protection,
education and vocational training, teaching Polish and Ukrainian as a second language
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(especialy in border regions), culture and art, health care, tourism and sport, exchange of
information in case of disasters or catastrophes (epidemics, floods, fires, transportation disasters
and transport incidents) and other fields of mutual interests have all been indicated as possible
aspects of the relationship between the governments and between self-governments [5].

However, the beginning of the relationship between Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and
Vinnytsia Oblast dates back to a much earlier time. The beginning constituted of both the letter
from KW PZPR (Provincial Committee of the Polish United Workers Party) in Kielce of April
2, 1958 to the Oblast Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine in Vinnytsia, regarding the
proposal for establishing a cooperation, and the positive answer to that letter from its addressee
of August 9, 1958. The letter and the answer served as an impulse for a two-way exchange of
delegations of various kinds. It was, however, always organized through party authorities in the
voivodeship. The following numbers prove the intensity of the relations. In the course of 16
years, 44 delegations and work groups, with roughly 430 participants, were sent to Vinnytsia
from Kielce Voivodeship. From Vinnytsia, in turn, there came 30 delegations with 370 people

[6].

A measurable material outcome of the relations were the two restaurants opened in Kielce
and Vinnytsia — “Winnica” restaurant in Kielce (opened in 1974) and “Kielce” restaurant in
Vinnytsia After the political transformations, both in Ukraine and in Poland, the character of
mutual relations has changed. One can say that the relations had been freed of ideology. At the
moment they develop both on the regional and local level. The relations, in their new formula,
began in 1995 when representatives of the Regional Office in Kielce signed an appropriate
contract with the representatives of the Vinnytsia Oblast.

After the administrative division reform — having taken over the competence regarding
international cooperation — the Office of the Marshal renegotiated the agreement signed
previously by the voivode (governor of the voivodeship). It has been done at a Polish-Ukrainian
Self-Government Forum in June, 1999, which was dedicated to, among other things, exchange of
experience in administrative reforms introduction, European integration, and cooperation
between regions of Poland and Ukraine. The agreement on cooperation between Swigtokrzyskie
Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast was signed on September 23, 1999. The scope of cooperation
includes: transfer of technologies between enterprises, companies and institutions related to or
working in this field, support for cultural exchange programs, creation of mutual contacts
between scientific, cultural and educational ingtitutions, support for medical cooperation
programs, exchange of information, experience and technologies in the field of environment
protection, among other things. Direct contacts between economic organizations, banks,
production companies, trade and service companies and cultural and scientific institutions have
been acknowledged as a basis for cooperation. The important thing is that it was emphasized that
the cooperation would be carried out in accordance with the internal legislation of both parties

[7].

Theforms and the scope of relations since 2000. The relations between Swigtokrzyskie
Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast at the turn of the 21st century were successively intensified.
Today, the cooperation between regions is characterized by different scope and intensity of
mutual relations and undertaken projects. Communes (Polish: gminy), counties (Polish: powiaty),
NGOs, economic entities and higher education institutions are all partners in the cooperation.

In 2000, the 1st Forum of Partner Cities Poland-Ukraine took place and was dedicated to
acquainting the Ukrainian partners with experiences related to the process of how Poland's
administrative structure had been reformed. Two years later, in February 2002, Poland-Ukraine
Economic Mission was organized; during the Mission a cooperation on the level of economic
self-governments between Staropolska Chamber of Industry and Commerce and Vinnytsia
Chamber of Commerce and Industry has been established [8].

Following the guidelines of the Polish Year in Ukraine, in 2004 Swigtokrzyskie
Voivodeship carried out the Regional Cultural-Economic Program of the Swigtokrzyskie
Voivodeship in Vinnytsia Oblast. Its aim was, among other things, to develop a detailed and
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specific schedule of fulfilling the Agreement on cooperation between Swigtokrzyskie
Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast in 2005, to give a multidimensional presentation of the
Swigtokrzyski region and to enable the companies and organizations of both regions to build
relations with one another.

One year later — in June 2005 — a group of representatives of different levels of the
executive branch, self-government organizations and the media from Vinnytsia Oblast stayed in
Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship. Representatives of the Oblast were acquainted with rules of use of
the structural funds in our region and the scope of competence that different levels of self-
government have at their disposal. The theoretical knowledge has been backed up with practice
during the two days that the representatives spent visiting the communes, counties and cities of
Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship.

In 2006 a project was realized under the name “Drawing up a strategy for cooperation of
partner territorial units of the Vinnytsia Oblast and Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship”. The Polish
part of the project was co-funded by the Stefan Batory Foundation, as part of the East-East
Program “Partnership without borders’. The Ukrainian part of the project was co-funded by the
Soros Foundation. As a result of the project, a model text of the strategy of further cooperation
between territorial self-governments of both regions was drawn up. Moreover, each partner
prepared their own strategic documents [9]. Thanks to that project, a cooperation between the
Podolian Center of Human Rights and The Foundation in Support of Local Democracy has been
established.

In 2006 Swictokrzyskie Voivodeship participated in the “Raising the capability of
regional administration of Ukraine in terms of strategic region management” project, realized by
the Polish Business And Innovation Centers Association. Help in the Swigtokrzyskie part of the
project consisted of organizing a study visit to Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship, including theme
meetings for the representatives of Vinnytsia Oblast.

In 2006 the Voivodeship was also a partner of the Vinnytsia Oblast in a project by the
Ukrainians named “Development of local self-governments through partnership of territorial
units’ (a necessary subsidy was granted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Poland).

On August 24, 2007, the Marshal of Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and the governor of
Vinnytsia Oblast signed the “Plan of fulfillment of the agreement on cooperation between
Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast for 2008”. The plan aimed at Kielce-
Vinnytsia cooperation in organizing an economic mission, accompanied by a presentation of
offers submitted by different companies and conferences on the investment and commercial
possibilities. Another aim was to organize a “Week of culture and art of Swigtokrzyski region”
in Vinnytsia and to hold Sport Championships with Swigtokrzyski and Vinnytsia regions as
‘participants'.

The events of 2008 are certainly worth discussing — it was then that the anniversary of 50
years of cooperation between Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast was solemnly
celebrated. The motto of the 50th jubilee year celebrations was “Swigtokrzyskie — Winniczyzna,
dwa regiony — jedno serce” (“Swietokrzyski — Vinnytsia, two regions — one heart” ). That period
was filled with many celebrations, events and undertakings. One of the more important events, a
ceremonial session of the Swigtokrzyskie Regional Council, was attended by highest-ranking
authorities of the Vinnytsia region, accompanied by a large group of Ukrainian reporters. The
participants of the meeting discussed the tradition of both regions and both countries’ mutual
friendship, as well as their cultural and emotional bonds [10]. The meeting also served as an
opportunity for both parties reportersto talk and share experience.

The 50-years-of-cooperation celebrations, which commenced with the aforementioned
session of the Regional Council, lasted a few months and were filled with a number of cultural,
scientific and sporting events, which were held both in Swigtokrzyski region and Vinnytsia
Oblast.
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A rare event took place during a conference named “Swigtokrzyski — Vinnytsia regions.
50 years have passed — experiences, financial ability and plans for the future’, held in Kielce on
June 11, 2008 (the conference was another part of the celebrations of 50 years of cooperation
between Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and Vinnytsia Oblast). An agreement between The Jan
Kochanowski University of Humanities and Sciences in Kielce and Vinnytsia Institute of Trade
and Economics was signed. The directions of cooperation mentioned in the agreement are: joint
scientific research, applying for European funds and exchange of research personnel and
students.

That year, a number of important economic events took place and the Vinnytsia region
entrepreneurs Economic Mission in Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship has to be mentioned here. The
project was organized by the Office of the Marshal, together with the Staropolska Chamber of
Industry and Commerce. At the same time, the “Prospects for development of business tourism
in Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship, with regard to eastern markets’ conference was held.

A Vvisit to Vinnytsia Oblast, organized by representatives of the Swictokrzyskie
Voivodeship self-government was another important part of the 50-years-of-cooperation
celebrations. The authorities of the Swietokrzyski region participated in the jubilee celebrations
of Ukraine gaining her independence. One of the key points of the visit was the conference
entitled “Obstacles and barriers to the development of self-government and to the reform of
administration and self-government — Polish and European experience”, during which
Swigtokrzyskie self-government representatives shared their experience in terms of the reform,
as well as self-government development, local self-government unit management and using EU
funds by Polish local self-governments.

It is also worth emphasizing that the jubilee itself was kind of a summary of the long-
standing cooperation, which resulted in a number of successful initiatives, undertakings and
programs, as well as in creation of close relations of economic, business, scientific,
administrative, cultural and sporting nature, exchange of young people and so forth, on all the
levels of local self-government administration [11]. It al shows that the 50-years-of-cooperation
jubilee, celebrated that year, was not just a customary celebration but that there really was...
something to celebrate [12]. Subsequent years brought about more initiatives and joint programs
concerning both business cooperation and cooperation, investment and cultural abilities.

Thus, in 2009, the Office of the Marshal of Swictokrzyskie Voivodeship has filed a
project with the Polish foreign aid program of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The project was
filed under the name of “Agrotourism — a chance of development for Vinnytsia Oblast”. The
project’” aim was to support the development of rura tourism in Vinnytsia Oblast and was
positively appraised and granted the sum of subsidy it applied for. It had been realized by the end
of 2009 and concluded with a study visit — in December 2009 — in Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship
for 40 beneficiaries who conduct agrotouristic activity or want to initiate such an activity.

In July 2010, as part of the project by the International public organization "Ukraine —
Poland — Germany”, conducted under the name “The European experience in civil society
building through the eyes of reporters’, a group of 22 representatives of the media and the
authorities of Vinnytsia stayed in Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship. Also in that year, during a
seminar “Small Eastern Partnership”, which took place on October 12 and October 13 in
Brussels, Belgium, the representatives of our region presented their experience from over half a
century of cooperation with the partner region of Vinnytsia Oblast. The year 2011 was very rich
in jointly organized events.

In February, we had a guest delegation from Vinnytsia Oblast visit the region; the
delegation participated in a training with Polish agricultural reform as its topic. In May,
representatives of the authorities of the self-government of Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship went to
Vinnytsia, where they participated in an international conference called “A reform of territorial
self-governments — national and international experience”. Also in May, a delegation from
Swigtokrzyski region took part in solemn celebrations of the Europe Day held in Vinnytsia. At
the end of May and the beginning of June, the newly-appointed councillors of Vinnytsia Oblast
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Council and of regional councils stayed in Swigtokrzyski region. They were acquainted with the
functioning of communal self-governments, county slef-governments and the voivodeship self-
government. In July, there were two visits, during which our partners became acquainted with
the best practices in energy production through biomass combustion and assessed the market in
the Swietokrzyski region for fuel granule, made in Ukraine, which is used for energy purposes.
They also learned good practice in terms of self-government development and enterprise
development and became acquainted with investment projects and pro-innovation projects. Our
guests from Ukraine were also shown how municipal and construction enterprises and
companies function and what the labour market policy realized by the voivodeship self-
government and county self-governments is.

It should be noted that up until now, the authorities of Vinnytsia Oblast and
Swigtokrzyski region have participated in important events for both countries, year by year [13].

Kielce — Vinnytsia — an example of model cooperation. Among the more than 30
contracts and agreements between local governments of Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship and
Vinnytsia Oblast that were mentioned before, cooperation of Kielce and Vinnytsia is particularly
noteworthy. 1ts beginnings date back to 1975. The systemic transformation carried out in both
countries in the 1990s brought about a new opening in cross-border contacts, including also the
contacts between the two main cities of Swictokrzyskie Voivodeship (Kielce) and Vinnytsia
Oblast (Vinnytsia). The then president of Kielce and mayor and president of the City Council of
Vinnytsia, during the time that a Ukrainian delegation visited Kielce, signed a letter of intent
concerning the cooperation between both cities on August 10, 1993. The parties agreed to create
advantageous economic relations between companies from Kielce and Vinnytsia, create
favourable conditions for exhibitions and shows and to sign trade agreements. The cooperation
was also to be concerned with cultural exchange, sport exchange and tourism exchange [14].

A new agreement on partnership and mutual cooperation was signed on October 25, 2003
by the president of Kielce and the mayor of Vinnytsia. Since then, the relations of both cities
have included various initiatives and undertakings on many fields. The most important ones are
worth mentioning and are as follows:

in 2004 the 1st Millennium Gate Economic Forum took place;

in 2006 a new mayor of Vinnytsia paid a working visit to Kielce. During a
meeting with the president of Kielce prospects of cooperation of the cities and ways to intensify
economic relations were discussed. The Ukrainian party was interested in the organizational
structure and the quality policy implemented in the Municipal Council of Kielce. The Vinnytsian
party also put forward an idea of creating a consulate of the Republic in Poland in Vinnytsia and
asked the authorities of Kielce to support that ides; [15]

the officials from City Council in Kielce, during their visit Vinnytsia in September
2008, instructed the Ukrainian partners on procurement of external funds for accomplishing
various objectives and on how to attract investors; [16]

in 2009, atrip for representatives of the VVoivodeship Polyclinic Hospital in Kielce
(Polish: Wojewodzki Szpital Zespolony w Kielcach) to Vinnytsia was organized. During their
stay in Ukraine, the specialists from Kielce performed 10 stent insertion surgeries. The materials
essential for performing the surgeries and the work time needed to perform them was a gift from
the Voivodeship Polyclinic Hospital in Kielce to the residents of Vinnytsia; [17]

also in 2009, a delegation from Vinnytsia visited Kielce to attend the “Swigto
Kielc” (Kielce Festival). The intense cooperation of self-governments of Kielce and Vinnytsia
was expanded by cooperation in the field of vocational education. The visit of the delegation
from Vinnytsia led to a partnership agreement being signed between two schools: Higher
Vocational School of Services Industry in Vinnytsia and Food Industry School Complex in
Kielce;

in 2010 the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland was opened in Vinnytsia.
This event was attended by Poland and Ukraine’'s Deputy Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
diplomats, representatives of Vinnytsia Oblast and the city of Vinnytsia, Polish people living in
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Ukraine and members of the local self-government of Kielce. It was repeatedly emphasized that
part of the credit for the opening of the consulate goes to good cooperation between both cities
and their huge involvement in the cause. The Polish consular office (sixth in Ukraine) covers
Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr and Khmelnytskyi Oblasts, an area with the largest population of Polish
descent;

in 2011, the executive committee of the Polish organization in Vinnytsia —
“Konfederacja Polakow Podola” (Confederation of Polish people of the Podolia region) —which
cooperates with Kielce, visited the main city of the Swictokrzyski region. Kielce provide
material support for the activity of the association through donation of books, textbooks, writing
materials and so on;

: also in 2011, an exchange of university students between Kielce and Vinnytsia
(which had already become a tradition) took place. The students from Kielce, while staying at
their Ukrainian peers’ homes, had the opportunity to learn the rich Ukrainian culture and visit the
places of Podolia region (Vinnytsia, Nemyriv, Kamianets-Podilskyi and Khotyn) that reflect the
history that Poland and Ukraine share. Thanks to the support of Kielce City Hall and the City
Council of Vinnytsia, student exchanges have been organized regularly since 2003 [18].

It is clear from the schedule presented above that the cooperation is not limited to the
administration only but includes other organizations and social groups of both cities as well. The
exchanges of school children and students between partnership cities are organized. Senior
organizations also take part in the cooperation. The biggest benefit of these friendly and
enthusiastic relations between Kielce and Vinnytsia is the fact that the situation of Polish
minority, not only in the Vinnytsia region but throughout the Podolia, has improved
considerably. It should be added that the city of Vinnytsia itself is inhabited by about 30.000 or
40.000 people of Polish origins, the number of whom amounts to around 300.000 in the whole
Oblast.

Conclusion. The cooperation between Swigtokrzyski region and Vinnytsia Oblast cannot
be overestimated. At the moment the cooperation works in all the major fields of the socio-
cultural life of these subjects. An intensified economic cooperation is in progress. The
construction of aproduction plant in Vinnytsia by one of the major entrepreneurs from Kielce
serves as a powerful token of that cooperation. Many lesser entrepreneurs also have economic
relations with companies from Vinnytsia, which clearly illustrates the fact that these relations
function correctly, creating an appropriate atmosphere for the entrepreneurs to take investment
initiatives.

Taking initiatives, with deepening of cultural and economic bonds in mind, plays a very
important role from the perspective of the Poland-Ukraine cooperation in the international arena
and the perspective of strengthening the relations between Poland and Ukraine. It is a known fact
that the Polish-Ukrainian partnership is strategic for the foreign policy of Poland, especially with
the current political line-up and events that take place on the contemporary political scene.

Building partnership relations on a wide scale between the regions of both countries, new
participants becoming involved in the already existing partnership relations and the regional
cooperation network being created make up an important effect of the Polish-Ukrainian relations.
The character and the significance of these relations are reflected in governor O. Dombrovsky's
words, spoken in 2008: “Half a century has passed since the moment we signed the first
agreement on cooperation between Vinnytsia Oblast and Kielce Voivodeship. (...) Now our
regions are united, not only by a partnership but by ties of blood. (...) Together we can be proud
of the achievements of the first fifty-year period of our friendship. But, without any doubt, there
are no limits to perfection and it is crucial that we examine and renew the efforts we put into the
creation of ‘bridges of agreement’ between our lands in the next fifty-year period aready. It is
necessary to engage a new generation of people of good will, who are ready to live and work in
accordance with the principle of inter-region cooperation.” [19]
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MPOBJIEMM 1 IEPCIIEKTUBU IHHOBAIIMHOI'O PO3BUTKY MIIIPUEMCTB
ATOMHOI EHEPTETUKHA

Kocreubkuiit M. P. IIpobievMn i mnepcnekTuBH iHHOBaLilHOT0 PO3BUTKY
NiANPUEMCTB AaTOMHOI eHepreTMKH. B craTTi po3riasHyTo I1HHOBALIMHUN PO3BUTOK
MIANPUEMCTB aTOMHOI €HEpreTHKH, SK CTaOUII3yIOUuMd 1 KOHKYPEHTO3JAaTHUI YWHHHUK, IO
CHpHUs€ EHEPreTUYHIM CTaOUIbHOCTI 1 HE3aJIeKHOCTI €KOHOMIYHOTO pPO3BHUTKY Jep:kaBu. Ha
OCHOBI1 CBITOBOTO 1 BITYM3HSHOIO JOCBiAY, JOCHIIKEHO CTaH 1 NEPCIEKTUBH BIPOBAKEHHS
IHHOBAI[li HA  MIANPUEMCTBAX AaToOMHOi  eHepretukd. CQopMynbOBaHO  IPUHIMIIH,
METO/IOJIOTTYHI MIAXOAU 1 MPIOPUTETH BIPOBAPKEHHS MEXaHI3MY IHHOBALITHOTO PO3BUTKY
MIANPUEMCTB aTOMHOT €HEPT€TUKH.

Kocreukuit M. P. IIpoGseMbl H mnepcrneKTHBbI HWHHOBALMOHHOIO PAa3BUTHS
NpeanpusTHii aTOMHOI 3HepreTMKu. B cratbe paccMOTpeHbl MHHOBALMOHHOE pa3BUTHE
MPEeNNPUATHI aTOMHOM SHEPreTHUKHU, KaK CTaOUIN3UPYIOUN U KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHBIH (hakTop,
CIOCOOCTBYIOLIUI SHEPreTUYECKON CTAOMIBHOCTU U HE3aBUCUMOCTH SKOHOMHYECKOTO Pa3BUTHUS
rocynapctBa. Ha ocHOBe MHUpPOBOTO M OTEUECTBEHHOI'O OIbITA, HCCIIEOBAHO COCTOSHUE U
MEPCIEeKTUBbl  BHEAPEHUS  HMHHOBALUMH  Ha  MNPEANpUATUAX  ATOMHOM  SHEPreTUKH.
CdhopmynupoBaHbl MPUHLMIIBI, METOJOJOTUYECKUE TMOAXOAbl W IPUOPUTETHl BHEAPEHUS
ME€XaHHW3Ma UHHOBALIMOHHOTO Pa3BUTHUS NPEINPUITUNA aTOMHON SHEPr€TUKH.

Kostecki M. Problems and Perspectives of Innovation Development at the Nuclear
Power Industry. The article deals with the development of innovative nuclear energy companies
as stabilizing and competitive factor that promotes energy security and independence of the
country's economic development, examines the state of and prospects for innovation in the
nuclear power industry on the basis of international and domestic experience and formulates
principles, methodological approaches and priorities for implementing the mechanism of
innovation development of the nuclear power industry.
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