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REVIEWS AND OPINIONS OF THE
CHINESE SCIENTIST ON THE
DEFINITION OF APPLIED
LINGUISTICS IN CHINA

ABSTRACT. The qualified education is a base of the
economic development of the country. Under the conditions of
the intensive  globalization = and internationalization,
computerization of manufacturing, the rapid development of the
latest technologies there is a need for a high quality vocational
training of the masters on the foreign language and Applied
Linguistics.

According to our study one of the main aims is the research
about the development of the Applied Linguistics in China, the
description of the term Chinese scientists use in their papers.
Thus the main aims of the paper are: to present the terms and
definitions of Applied Linguistics the Chinese researches use
in their studies; the illustration of the peculiarities of Applied
Linguistics as a science in China; the description of the tasks
the Chinese linguists face with.

Scientists engaged in Applied Linguistics in China must
simultaneously develop science and at the same time pay
attention to the benefits this science brings to society.
Linguistics in China is developing in 3 directions: teaching of
the Chinese language, the development of the languages of the
national minorities and teaching foreign language.

There can be distinguished main tasks the linguists in China
face with: the development of theoretical problems — starting
with a systematic approach; the studying of the patterns of
education and use of linguistics; teaching Applied Linguistics
in order to increase the level of linguistic preparation of
students; the research of the various tools for the compilation
of the dictionaries in accordance to the requirements of the
society. Today, language policy and linguistic science are the
part of the political, economic and social changes, which help
to improve the image of China abroad.

Foreign (first of all Chinese) and Ukrainian scientists in
different ways interpret the concept of Applied Linguistics, and
that is why not in the same way outline the scope of the research
of this science. Because of the varying ways to outline the
subject specificity of Applied Linguistics, resume that it leads to
differences in the substantiation of the conceptual, structural,
content, organizational and pedagogical principles of the
professional training of the masters of foreign languages and
Applied Linguistics.

Key words: Linguistics; Applied Linguistics; comparative
pedagogy; China.
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Introduction

Economic development of Ukraine directly depends on the professionalism and
qualified training of the specialists in different areas of the social life. But unfortunately
during studying in the universities the outdated approaches and concepts prevent
successful development of the high qualified and competitive specialists.

The Ukrainian society needs specialists with excellent professional skills, which
can be used during professional activities; professionals who can be competitive on the
labor market and mobile with the prospects for career growth throughout the life. This
is emphasized in the normative legal documents of Ukraine, such as: the law of Ukraine
“About education” (2017), “About high education” (2014), “About system of the
professional qualifications” (2012), The National Strategy for the Development of
Education in Ukraine for 2012 — 2021 years (2012) and the programs of the world and
the state scales: The UNESCO conception “Education in the 21* Century”, the National
Doctrine of the Development of the Ukrainian Education in the 21* Century ets.

The qualified education is a base of the economic development of the country.
Under the conditions of the intensive globalization and internationalization,
computerization of manufacturing, the rapid development of the latest technologies
there is a need for a high quality vocational training of the masters on the foreign
language and Applied Linguistics. In these circumstances the situation in China is very
interesting, because Chinese educational system provides national economics with the
professionals who can creatively, professionally, possess software tools, use modern
information technology and knowledge. Nowadays the educational and research
systems of China are developing rapidly, that is why the research of the Chinese
experience can be useful in the formation of the Ukrainian educational system.

Literature review

For clarification of the situation of the question of the professional training of the
masters in foreign languages and Applied Linguistics we analyzed researches, papers
and data of the foreign and Ukrainian scientists, where particularly covered the aspects
of the declared topic. Besides different statistics were used: the census of the People's
Republic of China, data of the National bureau of statistics of China
(e N BIEFIEE %4t R), Ministry of education of the Peoples Republic of
China ("4 N RILFNEZF ), The site of the Chinese degrees and postgraduate
education information (" [E A FIAFFEAEZE (S E), Institute of Applied Linguistics
Ministry of education of PRC ({4 A\ RALFNEZEHIE S S HIFSERT), State
language commission ([E|ZZ1H S 7 T{EZ 7142), National key research centre for
Linguistics and Applied Linguistics
(W%%iﬁ%%ki%i%%%&&ﬂ%i%é%ﬁ%%%b), materials and data of
UNESCO, OECD and PISA.

The sources about the professional training of the masters of the foreign language
and Applied Linguistics are mostly represented in Chinese language.

According to the topic of our study “The professional training of the masters of
foreign language and Applied Linguistics in the universities of China” one of the main
aims is the research about the development of the Applied Linguistics in China, the
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description of the term Chinese scientists use in their papers, the elucidation of the main
thoughts about this science. Thus the main aims of our paper are:

1) to present the terms and definitions of Applied Linguistics the Chinese
researches use in their studies;

2) the illustration of the peculiarities of Applied Linguistics as a science in China;

3) the description of the tasks the Chinese linguists face with.

In order to determine the peculiarities of Applied Linguistics as a science in China
and to describe the tasks the Chinese linguists face with we have analyzed the studies of
the leading linguists in China. For example, the work of Gui Shichun “Current Situation
and Prospects for the Development of Applied Linguistics in China”, Liu Yongquan
and Qiao Yi “Applied linguistics”, Feng Zhiwei “Review on Applied Linguistics”),
Dong Changlai “Essentials of Applied Linguistics” and other.

For solving tasks we set in the study we used such research methods as: the
general scientific method which helped us to analyze the Chinese resources and
synthesized the results; the analysis of the documentation, what was useful for the
studying of the main laws and acts of regulation of the language situation in the PRC;
the comparative-historical method for the revealing of regularities and tendencies of the
development of Applied Linguistics in China.

Results

Among the Chinese discourse we would like to stop attention on the study of the
researcher Shang Yu and his work “The Development and Research Status of Applied
Linguistics in China” where the author determines that Applied Linguistics studies the
practical use of the language in all areas. It is the science that solve actual questions
happened on practice, and as usual it does not touch any tasks about the research of the
language and argumentation of the theory. It can be said that this is the science of
identifying of the various theories on practice.

Another important research for the paper is the book of two famous Chinese
linguists Zhai Lixia and Sun Yanmei “The features of the discipline and the theoretical
model of Applied Linguistics”. In this study linguists use the definition of the
“Longman dictionary of language teaching and Applied Linguistics”. It says that
Applied Linguistics is the research of the language and linguistics and these researches
are connected to the solving of the practical questions, for example lexicography,
translation, logopathology. In order to develop its own theoretical model of language
and applications Applied Linguistics uses sociology, psychology, anthropology,
informational theory and knowledge in linguistics, it also uses this theoretical
knowledge on practice, for example, development of language teaching applications,
language correction, language planning, stylistics research, and more. (J-C-Richards,
2000).

The famous Chinese linguist Gui Shichun (1:1%%) in his paper “The Current
Situation and Prospect of Applied Linguistics in China” affirms that applied linguistics
is a combination of language theory and language teaching practice, when it is
necessary at the same time to know the theory and be able to use it on practice, besides
it is important to be good at applied theory. He believes that in China first of all the
researches and studying of fundamental theories of disciplines which are connected to
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Applied Linguistics (for example Theoretical Linguistics, Psycholinguistics,
Sociolinguistics, Comparative linguistics, Neurolinguistics and others). It is sure that
the specialist on Applied Linguistics should not be at the same time specialist on
Theoretical Linguistics or Psycholinguistics, but real professional on Applied
Linguistics better know the theoretical foundations of these disciplines, follow their
development and research what development does or does not matter for teaching a
foreign language, which of these theories today does not have a direct applied value but
may be useful in the future (EERFF, 1988).

We believe that the definition Liu Yongquan (XI)Jfi$%) gives to the term Applied
Linguistics corresponds to reality, briefly and fully defines the term “Applied
linguistics”. Namely it is that Applied Linguistics is a science which studies the
practical use of language in all spheres (XI|{fi S~ and 7335, 1991).

Liu Yongquan (XIJJf/R), Qiao Yi (573%) and Gui Shichun (I:i%%) all wrote

books “Applied Linguistics” ( {RZF1EE ) ), state that the main tasks of the

researches on Applied Linguistics in China were the studying of the use of the language
to standardize the Chinese language.

Chen Zhangtai and Yu Genyuan (THRJT) in the book “Series of teaching

materials on Applied Linguistics” ( (MG FRINHM LIF) ) come to the
conclusion that Applied Linguistics in China since the birth of this science in the
country had several peculiarities: compare to abroad, in studies on Applied Linguistics
in China more attention is paid to the study of applied issues and the main laws in each
area; during the research a close connection with the applied issues of the language is
maintained; scientists seek to solve practical issues of language, some the question that
arise during teaching and in everyday life (T-#£ Jt, 2010).

According to the study of the leading scientist Zhou Zumo (& #H15) it can be
easy indicated that now days Linguistics in China is developing in 3 directions:
teaching of the Chinese language, the development of the languages of the national
minorities and teaching foreign language. Also there can be distinguished main tasks
the linguists in China face with:

1) the development of theoretical problems — starting with a systematic approach;
the study of the patterns of education and the use of linguistics;

2) the studying of the practical issues of teaching Applied Linguistics in order to
increase the level of linguistic preparation of students;

3) the research of the various tools for the compilation of the dictionaries in
accordance to the requirements of the society. Today, language policy and linguistic
science are the part of the political, economic and social changes, which help to
improve the image of China abroad. Language confronts in modern China a rather high
place in the system of values. Language together with hieroglyphic writing are the
integral part of Chinese civilization and the guarantee of the preservation of national
identity in a globalized world (J&£H.i%, 2006).

It is important to mention in the paper about the book “New World of Applied

Linguistics” ( MBS =K IHiAH) ) by Liu Haitao (X#3%). There is a very



Hunko, Liubov 117 RECENT ISSUES IN EDUCATION

interesting though that reading extends the boundaries of Applied Linguistics, and
linguistic planning, language teaching and processing of linguistic information are three
main components that involve other scientific disciplines. New borders of Applied
Linguistics have greater scientific and systematic value when Applied Linguistics is
considered as a mixture of different disciplines comparing with the narrow scope of
Applied Linguistics, which is limited to the teaching a foreign language, or comparing
to Applied Linguistics which is considered only as machine translation and information
retrieval.

The popular Chinese linguists Qi Shanghai Yang and Chen Changlai in their book

“Essentials of Applied Linguistics” ( {15 5 F4H2L) ) describe the results of the

new studies of Applied Linguistics of that time, the systematic presentation of Applied
Linguistics as a science, its development, nature, place among other scientific
disciplines and research methods. Also there is generalization of 8 main areas of study:
language teaching, teaching Chinese as a foreign language, language study, Chinese
language processing, language planning, linguistic surveys, sociolinguistics, toponymy
and anthroponymy, which embody the practicality and relevance of Applied Linguistics
(FRE3R, 2007).

Scientists engaged in Applied Linguistics in China must simultaneously develop
science and at the same time pay attention to the benefits this science brings to society.
Today, the development of theory, method research, the creation of a team of linguists
and general discipline planning still have disadvantages, and the development of
discipline has limitations. The development of Applied Linguistics in China is also both
a career and a business, so it is necessary to have an effective strategy which is
connected to reality, linguists should get to the certain level, have a career perspective,
adapt, collaborate, and motivate the development of Applied Linguistics.

Discutions

The results of the work of the Chinese scientists are very outstanding. According
to the National Science Foundation, China published over 426,000 research papers in
2016. America pumped out almost 409,000, in 2018 this gap will be bigger (MIT
Technology Review, 2018). While the U.S. led the world in research and development
(R&D) expenditures at $496 billion (26 percent share of the global total), China was a
decisive second at 21 percent ($408 billion). China has grown its R&D spending
rapidly since 2000, at an average of 18 percent annually. Its focus is geared primarily
toward development rather than basic or applied research. During the same time frame,
U.S. R&D spending grew by only 4 percent. Although emerging economies start at a
lower base and therefore tend to grow much more rapidly, China's growth rate is
exceptional (Nsf.gov, 2018). According to the 13th five-year plan for national science
and technology talent development (2016-2020), China will increase its annual per
capita spending on R&D to 500,000 yuan by 2020, up from 370,000 yuan in 2014.
China had 5.35 million people working in R&D at the end of 2015, the world's largest
pool of R&D personnel (English.cas.cn, 2018).

Conclusions
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Foreign (first of all Chinese) and Ukrainian scientists in different ways interpret
the concept of Applied Linguistics, and that is why differently outline the scope of the
research of this science. Because of the different ways to outline the subject specificity
of Applied Linguistics, resume that it leads to differences in the substantiation of the
conceptual, structural, content, organizational and pedagogical principles of the
professional training of the masters of foreign languages and Applied Linguistics. We
plan to conduct our further research in the direction of highlighting the comparison of
the principles of the preparation of the masters of foreign and Applied Linguistics in
China and Ukraine.
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MOTJISIIA TA TYMKHW KUTAMCKUX JITHTBICTIB i
I0JI0 BUBHAYEHHSI [TPUKJIATHOI JITHTBICTUKH Y KUTAIT

I'ynbko JI0060B, acnipanm, 6i00in 3apy0iscHux cucmem nedazoiuHoi oceimu i
ocgimu dopocux, lncmumym nedazoeiunoi oceimu i ocgimu dopocaux HAITH
Yxpainu,
lyubov_gunko@aliyun.com

Auoranis. Keanighixosana oceima € 0CHO80I0 €KOHOMIUHO20 PO3BUMKY Oepicasu. B
YMOBAX THMEHCUBHOI 2100ani3ayil ma IHMEPHAYIOHAI3ayii, KoMn tomepusayii upooHuymea
, WBUOKO20 PO3GUMKY HOGIMHIX MEXHOA02IU ICHYe nompeba y npogecitinomy HAGYaHHI
Mazicmpig 3 iHO3eMHOL MOBU MA NPUKTIAOHOI ITH2GICIUKLL.

Bionosiono 0o memu Hawoeo oucepmayiiinoeo docnioxcenns «llpogecitina niocomoska
Mazicmpig 3 iHO3eMHOI MOBU Ma NPUIAOHOT liHesicmuKy 6 yHisepcumemax Kumaroy ooHiero 3
20MIOBHUX 300a4 € BUCBIMIEHHS PO3GUMKY NPUKIAOHOL NiHegicmuKu Kk Hayku y Kumai, ma
3HaueHHs, sKe e@kaaoaromv Haykoeyi Kumai y mepmin  «llpuxnaona ninegicmuxay,
BU3HAYEHHST 20II06HUX 3AB0AHb, WO CMOAMb nepeo yielo Haykoro. Takum YuHOM, 20106HUMU
3AB0AHHAMU CIMAMMI €:

1) npedcmasumu mepmiHu ma BUSHAYEHHA NPUKIAOHOI JIHeGICMUKY, SIKI KUMALCHKI
OOCTIOHUKU BUKOPUCTHOBYIOMb ) CEOIX OOCTIOHNCEHHSIX,

2) onuc ocobaugocmeti NPUKIAOHoI linesicmuky K Hayku y Kumai;

3) onuc 3a60amv, 3 AKUMU CMUKAIOMbCA TiHesicmu Kumaro.

Haykosuyi, sxi 3aiivaromscs npukiadHor ainegicmukoro 6 Kumai, noguHHi 00HOYACHO
po36usamu HAYKy ma 36epmamu yéacy Ha mi nepesazu, SKi Ysa HAYKa HPUHOCUMb
cycninbemay. Jlinegicmuxa Kumaro po3eusacmocs y mpbox 20J106HUX HANPAMKAX: PO3GIOKU
WoO0O0 BUKNIAOAHHA KUMAICLKOI MOBU, PO36BUMO MO8 MEHWUHCING MA SUKIAOGHHS IHO3EMHOT
MOBU.

s po3e’sazanns nocmagienux 3a80aHb, OYI0 GUKOPUCTIAHO HACMYNHI  Memoou
00CTIONCEHHSL: 3A2AbHULL HAYKOBULL MemOO, SIKULL 00NOMI2 ONpayiosami KUMAaiicbKi pecypcu
ma CUHmMe3y8amu pe3yibmamuy, auauiz OOKyMenmayii, wjo Oyn0 KopucHe 07 GUBYEHHs.
20JI0GHUX 3AKOHIE MA aKmi@ pecynoéanHs Moenoi cumyayii v Kumai; nopieHsibHo-
icmopuunull Memoo Oyn0 BUKOPUCMAHO O BUABTIEHHS 3AKOHOMIPHOCEL Ma MeHOeHYil
PO36UMKY NPUKIAOHOL ninegicmuky 8 Kumai.

byno ecmanoeaneno, wo nepeo ninzgicmamu Kumaro cmaromo nacmynHi numanHs:

1) pospodka meopemuunux npoodem — NOYUHAIOHYU 3 CUCIEMHO20 NIOX00Y; OOCTIONHCEHHS
3AKOHOMIPHOCMETL 0C8IMU MA chepu BUKOPUCTANHSL TTHEGICTUKU,

2) 00CniodHCceHHs NPAKMUYHUX NUMAHbL SUKTIAOAHHS NPUKTIAOHOT JEHEGICIUKU 3 MEMOi0
niosuUWeHH s PIBHSL JIIHEBICIMUYHOT NIO20MOBKU CHYOEeHMIB;

3) eusYeHHs pPIBHOMAHIMHUX 30C00i8 CKIAOAHHS CNOBHUKIE GIONOGIOHO 00 GUMOR2
cycninecmea. Cb0200Hi MOBHA NOMIMUKA A JIHSGICMUYHI HAYKU Ye HeBl0 €EMHA YACMUHA
NONIMUYHUX, eKOHOMIUHUX A COYIATLHUX 3MiH, WO CHPUSIONb PO3BUMKY iMioxcy Kumaro 3a
KOPOOHOM.

IHo3eMmHi (8 neputy yepey Kumaiicoki) ma YKpainCoKi JiHeeicmu 8KIA0aromy PisHUL CEHC )
MepMIH NPUKIAOHA TEH2GICIUKA, THOMY NO PI3HOMY GU3HAHAIOMb cepy 0ocmiodiceHb yici
Hayku, wo eede 00 PI3HOBEKMOPHOCHI MNIOX00i8 00 OOIPYHMYBAHHA KOHYENMYATbHUX,
CMPYKMYPHO-3MICIOBUX MA OP2AHI3AYILIHO-NEeOA20STUHUX 3aCad NPo@eciliHol nid2omosKu
Maeicmpie 3 IHO3eMHOL MOBU MA NPUKIAOHOL TEH2GICIUKLL.

Kntouoei cnoea: ninesicmuxa;, npukiaoHa JHEGICMUKA, NOPIGHAIbLHA Ne0a2o2iKd,
Kumaii.
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