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Abstract. This study was aimed at discussing the main aspects regarding the protection of rights of children 
under international and Russian law. An analysis of the norms regarding the protection of the rights, freedoms and 

legitimate interests of children from the point of view of international and Russian legislation was presented. The main 

directions of the state policy on the protection of the rights and legitimate interests of children were also covered. 
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1 Introduction 

Before proceeding with analysis of the norms of international and Russian legislation on the protection of 

children's rights, an account with respect to the sources of formation 

rights is provided. Throughout the entire history of mankind, attitudes towards children, their rights and obligations, 

have undergone significant changes. Considering the historical section, attitude towards children in primitive society 

was not particularly different from attitude demonstrated by the animals. With development of history, children were 

continued to be viewed as powerless beings, since it was primarily believed that all power belonged to clans of the 

community. In medieval Europe, children were treated like babies, and only after reaching 6-7 years of age they had a 

certain kind of right; in fact, the child was considered as a shortened copy of the physical and mental development of an 

adult. In contrast to Russia, in which foreign thought had previously led to the realization of the importance of problem 
for securing and protecting the children’s rights. International law began attempts to secure the special rights of children 

as a poorly protected group of population. 

After Second World War, the League of Nations adopted the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 

1924 [1]. At this historical moment, this normative act on protection of rights of children was sent to consider the 

measures that had to be taken in relation to slave labor of minors, sale of children and child prostitution. 

In 1959, the UN adopted Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which proclaimed social and legal principles 

related to protection and well-being of children's rights. 

After elapse of time from 1979 to 1989, in order to consolidate the laws about the protection of children's 

rights, the UN Commission on Human Rights prepared a text for the Convention on the Rights of  the Child  [2], in 

which children’s rights were not just declared, but they were fixed based on the right for legal norms. It is considered as 

an important historical document at the international level defining children's rights and ways of protection of their 
rights. In this regard, there is a need to analyze international and Russian legislation on the protection of the rights of 

children, which is regarded as the main purpose of functioning of any state. 

2 Research Method 
The present research was carried out based on the application of various general scientific methods of 

knowledge (analysis, synthesis, deduction, induction, system-structural, formal-logical approaches), as well as  

particular scientific methods including historical-legal, formal-legal, comparative -legal and interpretative. 

3 Results and Discussion 

In order to discuss specifics of international and Russian legislation on the protection of children's rights, firstly 

an explanation was provided about the special importance of developing institutions responsible for applying legal 

restrictions and minimizing the risks threatening the human rights within framework of the stated perspective [3; 4; 5; 6; 

7]. The norms introduced by the Convention on the Rights of the Children are regarded as one of the main documents 

with respect to the topic under investigation, which is of a very great importance, since its norms reflect the rights of 

children, as well as measures for protection of children in difficult life situations. According to the Convention on the 
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Rights of the Child, “a child who is deprived of a family environment or unable to remain in such environment has the 
right to receive special protection and assistance by the state”. 

Compared to the Declaration on the Rights of the Children, consisted of 10 short provisions, the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child consists 54 articles that take into account almost all aspects related to life and position of the 

child in society. It develops and specifies provisions of the Declaration on the Rights of the Child, assigning to the  

states that have ratified its legal responsibility for actions against children. Upon which the countries that ratified the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child are obliged to review their national legislation and bring it into conformity with 

international law. 

On December 3, 1986, the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration on Social and Legal Principles 

Relating to Protection and Welfare of Children, especially while considering the issues of upbringing and adoption of 
children at the national and international levels [8]. This international act establishes “... that the child must grow in the 

care and under the responsibility of his parents, and in any case, in an atmosphere of love, with moral and material 

security". The large number of children abandoned by their parents or have become orphans as a result of violence, 

internal unrest, armed conflict, natural disasters, economic crises, or social problems arises a matter of concern. 

Although, that there are socially various useful alternative institutions in the main legal systems of the world "[9] and 

these alternative institutions are formed with the aim of protecting welfare of the family and child. 

Based on the above-mentioned legal acts aimed at protecting the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of 

children, it is possible to determine main directions of the international policy aimed at protecting the rights of children: 

• Implementation of the rights of children stipulated by the Constitutions of countries that have ratified an 

international treaty 

• Formation of legal bases, and guaranteeing of children's rights 

• Promoting physical, spiritual, and moral education of children in the public interest 
• Compliance with international standards for the protection of children's rights 

• Providing the legislative support for the rights of children; 

• Providing support by the State for the families, in order to ensure the complete education of children 
• Presence of democratic character, humanity, publicity in the activities of bodies that protect the rights of 

children• Emphasizing on the responsibility of officials and citizens for violating the rights of children  and causing  
them harm. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 was ratified in USSR, came into force on September 15, 
1990, with the purpose of making a change in national legislation in the field of protection of children's rights. 

Since 1990, Russia has been participated as a party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in which the 
child is considered as an individual endowed with certain rights and duties and able to independently implement them 

for his/her protection. 

Thus, the legal framework designed for children in terms of the protection of their rights and legitimate  
interests in Russian Federation (hereinafter referred to as Russian Federation text) began to undergo significant changes 

in response to meeting the standards of international treaties ratified in the territory of Russian Federation. 

The specificity of legal relations under consideration is concerned with the wide range of subjects,  but 

“person” is considered to be an initial legal concept in these legal relations, which fixing it in Constitution of Russian 

Federation would result in the consistency with the main international legal acts on the protection of human and civil 

rights and freedoms. Such international acts include: Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Freedoms, (1948) [9], 

and UN International Covenants on Human Rights and Freedoms (1966), which are independent from the principle 
stating a person only belongs to a specific state . 

Thus, since 1993, the Russian Federation has adopted more than 200 regulatory acts in relation to the interests 

of children and families, establishing measures for their social protection by the state. Thus, it is assumed that the state  
is responsible for taking measures related to the protection and respecting the rights of children within the country. 

According to Article 15 of the Constitution of Russian Federation [10] the general principles and norms of 
international law and international treaties have been enshrined in the Russian Federation, which are an integral part of 

its legal system. So that, if an international agreement provides for other rules than those provided by law, then rules of 

that international agreement shall be applied. ” 

Thus, based on the provisions of the Constitution of Russian Federation, international documents ratified in 
territory of Russian Federation determine the provisions of the state policy in the field of protection of children's rights. 

These provisions of the Constitution are implemented in sectoral legislation for protection of rights of freedoms and 

legitimate interests of children. 

According to paragraph 2 of Article 3 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, it is determined that “states 

parties undertake to provide the child with such protection and care that are necessary for his well-being ” [8]. 

In this case, the participating states, including the Russian Federation also, undertake to provide guarantees for 

protection of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of children, which in turn is aimed at realizing the real rights of 

minors not declared in law. It should be noted that the number of children who need government support and help does 

not become less. 
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It is noteworthy that Russian Federation is harmonizing national legislation with the norms of  international 
law. For example, according to the UN Standard Minimum Rules (Beijing Rules), there is a ban on publication of any 

kind of information indicating the identity of a juvenile offender [11]. A similar rule is included in Part 3 of Article 41  

of the Constitution of Russian Federation “On Mass Media” [12], upon which a ban has been imposed on dissemination 

of reports about minors who have committed illegal acts. 

However, in the modern legal system, child is addressed to as a subject of law. At the same time, in spite of 

progress made in this area, children still play the role of a victim of economic, social reforms, imperfect legislation, and 

even in case of declaring norms aimed at protecting the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of children. At present, 

children are considered as special subjects of law, who cannot independently protect their interests, due to their age, and 
mental characteristics , and as a result, they need more protection on behalf of the state. 

Undoubtedly, the attitude towards children including respect for and protection of their rights and legitimate 

interests is taken into account as one of the criteria for maturity and capacity of the government. This constitutes the 

foundation of a legal state based on considering the protection of rights and freedoms of a person and citizen, the kind  

of observance which begins with the observance of the rights of children. 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child announced that the implementation of the norms of “the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child” in the territory of Russian Federation was found to imperfect, since the 
recommendations on reforming the national legislation in line with the principles and provisions of the Convention in 

the field of protection of children's rights were not fully adopted. 

The Committee recommended the Russian Federation to fully implement the norms of the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, and to take all measures aimed at speeding up the process of reforming national legislation. At the 

same time, emphasis was placed on protecting rights and legitimate interests of children in administration of justice, 

protecting rights of children with disabilities, and protecting rights of children to protect them from such negative 

phenomena as alcoholism, drug addiction and substance abuse. Measures aimed at protecting rights of children in  

family and introduction of all types of childcare facilities were also influenced [13]. 

Presidential Decree adopted in June 1, 1992, No. 543 on “Priority Measures for Implementing the World 

Declaration on Survival, Protection and Development of Children in 90s "[14]is one of the first regulatory documents 

regulating activities of Russian Federation in the field of state policy in relation to children . According to this 

document, it was envisaged to establish state policy in relation to children, to finance targeted programs aimed at 

protecting their rights, freedoms and legal interests of minors. 

The Constitution of Russian Federation provides state support for family, motherhood, fatherhood and 

childhood, gives basic and fundamental guarantees provided by the state in order to protect the above-mentioned 
institutions. More detailed guarantees regarding the rights of the children in Russian Federation are considered in Law 

No. 124 adopted in July 24, 1998 on “Basic Guarantees of the Rights of the Child in Russian Federation" [15]. This law 

considers rights of freedom and legitimate interests of children, as stipulated by the Constitution of Russian Federation, 

with the aim of creating legal and socio-economic conditions for realization of rights and legitimate interests  of 

children. 

The above-mentioned documents have established major objectives for the state policy related to the interests 

of children, which are as follows: 

- Formation of a legal basis for guarantees of the rights of the child; 

- Implementation of the rights of the children , as considered in the Constitution of the Russian Federation 

- Emphasizing on the right of children to non-discrimination 
- Strengthening the basic guarantees of the rights of children 

- Restoration of children's rights in cases of violation 
- Promoting physical, mental, intellectual, spiritual and moral development of children 

- Fostering a sense of patriotism and civic responsibility in children 
- Implementation of children’s right in accordance with public interest and traditions of the peoples living 

in territory of Russian Federation, not incompatible with the Constitution of Russian Federation and federal legislation, 

and achievement of Russian and world culture Protecting children from factors negatively influencing their physical, 
intellectual, mental and moral development 

4 Findings 

Based on the results of investigation on laws related to the protection of children's rights under international 
and Russian legislation, the following conclusions were drawn. 

It has been several years since Russia ratified international documents on the protection of children's rights; 

over these years a lot of attempts have been made to develop laws aimed at protecting rights, freedoms and legitimate 

interests of children. At the same time, some adopted norms are declarative in nature, highlighting the importance of 

further improving legislative regulation regarding the legal status of minors and strengthening legal protection of 

children in Russian Federation. 

The main priority areas in Russian Federation include care for minors, and protection of their rights and 

freedoms. Minors are among those who are significantly exposed to negative effects on the part of the society, and as a 
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result, they need special protection provided by the state. Considering certain characteristics related to the age of 
adolescents, children are not able to protect their rights on their own. Since, special legal means have been created in 
Russian Federation to protect rights of children. 

The constitutional provisions and provisions of international legal acts must be considered in conjunction with 
federal laws. Legal protection is aimed at regulating legal relations with respect to all spheres of vital activity for  

minors, therefore, the rights and legitimate interests of minors should be protected. Development of special norms 

governing legal relations of special subjects such as minors is considered as a characteristic of a legal democratic state. 

The state adopts various legal norms aimed at protecting rights and legal interests of minors in various fields such as 

education, medicine, social security, etc. 
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