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AUTO COMMUNICATIVE NATURE OF THE DOCUMENTS
OF PERSONAL ORIGIN (1941-1945)

The purpose of the article. The introduction of the auto communicative documents into the scientific
circulation and their involvement in the study of the Soviet Resistance movement provide for identifying
the terminological peculiarities of documents, ascertaining their specific diversity as to the specifics of
targeted communication, and methods of determining the informational potential, which is the purpose of
this article. The methodology assumes the use of methods of analysis and synthesis as well as a descriptive
way for considering the historiography of the problem of introducing sources of this type, establishing their
informativeness and formulating appropriate generalizations and conclusions. The scientific novelty of the
work provides for justifying the specifics of auto communicative documents and their informational potential
in the scientific research. Conclusions. There was established the necessity to attract reports of this type to
scientific research, the social orientation of the communicative direction of the text is justified that is inherent
only to this document.
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Koesanvcoka Jleca Anopiiena,

KaHIUJAT ICTOPUYHUX HAYK, TOICHT,

TOTICHT Kadeapu iHhOpMaIliifHIX CUCTEM YITPaBITiHHS
JIOHEIBKOTO HAIlIOHATBHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY

imeni Bacwmiis Cryca

ABTOKOMYHIKATUBHUI XAPAKTEP
JOKYMEHTIB OCOBOBOTI'O ITIOXO/’KEHHA (1941-1945)

Mema pobomu. Bnposadsicents asmoKOMYHIKAMUSHUX OOKYMEHMI8 00 HAYKO8020 00icy ma 3ay4eHHs
ix y uguenni paosncvkoeo pyxy Onopy nepedbauae usAgIeHHA MEPMIHONOTYHUX 0COONUBOCEU OOKYMEHMIS,
3'5Cy8anHs iX 610068020 po3maimms 3a cneyupikor aodpecHoi KOMYHIKayii ma MemoouKkoi 3 SCYy8aHHSs
inpopmamugrnozo nomenyiany, wo i cmanogums menmy Oanoi cmammi. Memooonozia 00cnidHceHHs
nepeobauac 3acmocy8ants Memooie anaiizy ma cunmesy i ONUco08020 Memooy sl po3aisndy icmopioepadii
npobremu 3 8NPOBAIHCeHHs 0dcepell OAH020 8UDY, 8CMAHOBIEHHS IX THHOPMAMUBHOCIE Ma (OPMYIHOBAHHS
BION0GIOHUX Y3acanvhens i eucnosxie. Haykoea noeusna poéomu nonseac @ oOIpynmyeamHi cneyughixu
ABMOKOMYHIKAMUBHUX OOKYMEHmMIE ma IX I[HGOpMAmMueHo20 NOMEHYIANY 6 HAYKOBOMY OOCHIONCEHHI.
Bucnoeku. Bcmanogneno HeobXionicms 3a1yueHHs. A8MOKOMYHIKAMUBHUX OOKYMEHmMIG 6UdY 00 HAYKOBO2O
00Ci0HCeHHs, OOTPYHMOBAHO COYIOOPIEHMOBAHUL KOMYHIKAYIUHULL HANPAM UKAAOY MEKCIY, AKULL 81ACMUBULL
JuuLe OOKYMeHMam ybo2o 8Udy.

Kniouosi cnosa: asmoxkoMyHiKamueHi OOKYMeHMU, COYIOKOMYHIKAYIUHI GIOHOCUHU, OOKYMEHMHe
ooicepeno.
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ABTOKOMMYHUKATUBHBINA XAPAKTEP
JOKYMEHTOB JIMYHOI'O ITPOUCXOXIEHMUS (1941-1945)

Ienvy pabomwl. Breopenue agmoxkoMyHUKamueHux OOKYMEHMOS 6 HAyuHbli 000pom u npusiedeHue
UX 8 UBYYEHUU COBEMCKO20 OBUICEHUS CONPOMUBIEHUs NPeOnoaazaem 6bulsgleHue MepMUHOIOSULECKUX
ocobeHHoCcmell 0OKYMEHMO8, PACKPbIMUe Ux 6UO08020 PA3HO0OpA3Us Cneyuduku a0pecHol KOMMYHUKAYUU
u opmuposanue memoouxu onpeoeneHus ungopmamueno2o nomenyuaia. Memooonozusa uccnedosanus
npeononazaem npumereHue Memooo8 aHalu3a u CUHmMe3a U ONUCAMENbHO20 Memooa O PAcCMOMPeHUs.
npoodIeMbl npuBIeYeHUs UCHOYHUKO8 OAHHO20 UOA 8 HAYUHbIL 000POM, YCMAHOBNEHUS UX UHPOPMAMUBHOCTU
u opmynuposxu coomsemcmayiowux 060ouwenull u 6v160006. Hayunaa noeusna pabomol 3axiouaemcs
8 000CHOBAHUU — COYUOKOMMYHUKAMUBHOU — CHEeYUDUKU — ABMOKOMMYHUKAMUBHBIX — OOKYMEHMO8,  UX
ungpopmamusrnoeo nomenyuaia. Bereoowel. Ycmanosnena neodxooumocmo npusieuenus 00KyMenmos OaHH020
8UOA 6 NPAKMUYECKYIO HAVYHYIO OesimelbHOCMb, 000CHO8AHO COYUOOPUEHMUPOBAHHOE KOMMYHUKAYUOHHOE

Hanpasienue U30HCeHUs, MeKCma npucyujee OaAHHOMY 8U0y OOKYMEHMO8.

Knwueswviecnosa: aABMOKOMMYHUKAMUBHbLE OOKyMeHWlbl, COYUOKOMMYHUKAYUOHHbLE CBA3U, aOKyMeHI’}’ZHblZZ

UCMOYHUK.

The historically conditioned development
of humankind results in the formation of the con-
victions often reflected in the records of eyewit-
nesses. The process of emancipation of human
subjective reality in certain stages of develop-
ment affects the formation of interpersonal rela-
tions and is expressed in the emergence of fixed
subjective emotional bursts as well as in the per-
ception of the surrounding reality. Such a trend of
expressing the subjective creativity and the way
of preserving one’s thoughts resulted in the emer-
gence and isolation of the documents of personal
origin. Documents of personal origin are a kind
of document sources of written nature, the func-
tion of which is to establish interpersonal com-
munication in the evolutionary and existential
universe and autocommunication. To this type of
personal documents belong diaries, private corre-
spondence, memoirs-autobiographies, memoirs
— “modern stories”, essayistics, confessions, and
others [1, p. 466].

Studying the specifics of documents of per-
sonal origin, it is worth recalling the works of for-
eign Russian source study and some of the works
of Ukrainian source researchers H. Strelsky, I.
Voitsekhivs’ka, [1, 2, 3]. A range of documents of
personal origin was introduced into the scientific
circulation as far back as the end of the 19" cen-

tury, but the social and historical significance of
the information they contain is somewhat dimin-
ished in the scientific research, since it requires
the involvement of its own methodological tools
for criticism and verification of the received data
by the official documents. For full-fledged in-
troduction of the documents of personal origin
into the scientific circulation, their involvement
in the research of the document sources of the
Soviet Resistance movement, it is important to
determine the terminological features of these
documents, their typological diversity according
to the specifics of the targeted communication as
well as methods of finding out their informative
potential that all shape the aim of the article.

The content uniqueness and informative
value of the personal origin sources lies in the
fact that they are personal reflections of witnesses
of the events under investigation. Such historical
documents, in spite of the subjectivity and style
of presenting the information, allow of compre-
hending the motives of the characters’ behavior,
reconstructing their spiritual world, recreating
the images of the military period.

Researching the documents of personal
origin, it is necessary to determine their specific
variety and classify them according to the most
characteristic features. The main criterion for the
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classification of that type documents is the direc-
tion of the established by them communicative
relations, according to which they can be divided
into autocommunication (diaries, autobiogra-
phies) documents and documents of interperson-
al communication (the remaining memoirs and
epistolary texts). At the same time, the second
group of documents can be divided according to
the same principle into the sources with a fixed
addressee (correspondence, stories addressed to
the descendants) and with an indefinite addressee
(memoirs-“modern stories”, memoirs, confes-
sions). By communicative relations, documents
of personal origin are divided into sources aimed
at establishing evolutionary (secondary social)
and coexistential (in the narrow communication
circle) ties [1, p. 466-467]. The unchanging main
function of the documents of personal origin is
the establishment of the secondary social connec-
tions of an individual in the evolutionary whole.

The suggested classification is weighty,
since it conditions differences in the methods of
study as well as it is necessary for the clarifica-
tion of the informational value of sources. It is
obvious that the addressee (fixed / unfixed) influ-
ences the author to a different degree. However,
it is important to take into consideration that dif-
ferent addressness as well as orientation directed
at the evolutionary or existential whole both af-
fect the degree of integrity of document sources,
their concentration in archives, and possibility of
their searching. The components of the document
analysis determine the degree of adequacy of the
conceptions as to the certain type of document
sources. The classification of the sources is not
constant and may vary depending on the object
and subject of the study, completeness of sources,
stated aim and objectives of the work. The sys-
tematics and typology of the document sources
in the study is an important creative process. It is
important for the author to confirm the hypoth-
eses only by the existing theoretical studies.

In the process of studying the autocommu-
nicative documents, it is necessary to take into
account theoretical and methodological tools of
the special historical discipline within the frame-
works of a separate study of memoirs suggested
by Voitsekhivs’ka, I.N. The author proposes the
definition of “memoirism” (Latin. Memory’ /
French ‘recollection, reminiscence’) as the study

of narrative works of personal origin, created on
the basis of impressions recorded in writing or in
the memory of the author about the events, the
participant or witness of which he was” [3, p.
359]. Here belong author’s diaries (record books,
notes), recollection or memoirs, autobiographi-
cal records, literary processed memories, and
obituaries. Defining the author’s individuality as
the major characteristic peculiarity of memoirs,
the author emphasizes the need for their criti-
cism, which includes five stages: to ascertain the
source’s authorship, to determine the impelling
motives for creating a memoir source; to ascer-
tain the time and place of the memoirs’ creation;
to define the writing form of memoirs (diaries,
memoirs, autobiographical records, literary re-
cord); to determine the completeness and reli-
ability of the source [3, p. 360—364]. Such a list
will allow of establishing a complete description
of the document and its source value.

The social and historical information ob-
tained from the criticism and the actual data of
the autocommunicative sources of the participants
of the Soviet Resistance movement require care-
ful examination, since they can accommodate not
only unconsciousness (decorating their role and
significance) but also direct (custom-made) falsifi-
cation of facts. That is why information from such
sources should be compared with press materials,
official documents and other document sources.

In the elaboration of this group of docu-
ments H.V. Strelsky devotes particular attention
to the questions of critical analysis of memoir
literature (external and internal criticism), which
are well represented in source study historiogra-
phy [2]. For external criticism the author counts
such issues as authentication of the source (the
genuine belonging to the attributed author), the
research of history of the text’s originality, condi-
tions and methods of edition and re-edition with
the aim to ascertain the level of confidence to the
edition, determination of the number and nature
of the strata of different editions, clarification of
distortions during the first edition of the original
text and the restoration of the latter [2, p. 268; 4,
p. 115, 118]. As for the internal memoir criticism,
it includes ascertaining the social belonging of
the memorialist, his social and employment sta-
tus, profession and degree of education [2, p.
269-270; 4, p. 109, 113].
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The discovered document social informa-
tion as to the memoir and diary heritage of guer-
rilla activity can be conditionally divided into
several groups depending on the value-significant
mythologems, each of which reflects the inherent
level of communication between the population
and the governing structures. The first group of
mythologems is associated with the reflection of
such issues as patriotism (often custom-made),
loyalty and self-sacrificing work on the Soviet
motherland. In the post-war memoirs and remi-
niscences of combatants and partisans, there can
be traced the following common features of nar-
rative: standardization of the descriptions of mil-
itary operations, the presence of an “order” for
patriotism, glorification, mythologization and ro-
manticization of the events of the Soviet-German
War. The second group of mythologems aims at
expressing the views of eyewitnesses about the
devotion of the Soviet citizens to communism
and the Party. The non-alternative Soviet life cor-
responded to the general guidelines of the Soviet
communist propaganda [5]. The party used all
the power of the imperious administrative ap-
paratus for raising the morale among the troops
and partisans, establishing the necessary political
consciousness in military trials. Therefore, in the
memoirs and diary reminiscences, much atten-
tion is paid to the role of the Communist Party in
the fight against the Germans (attackers), which
is more evident in the memoirs of partisans and
underground workers.

An important attribute of the Soviet “reali-
ties” is glorifying the leader. Therefore, the third
group of mythologems is close to the previous
one and includes plots about the personality cult
and “contribution of the leader of J. Stalin” to the
military events of 1941-1945 on the territory of
Ukraine. The authors of such documents, who
mostly belonged to the circle of the Communist
Party leaders and the Soviet Generals, preserved
deep respect for the leader, which revealed itself
in the emotions and the subject matter of memo-
ries. In the testimonies of the former war veter-
ans and partisans of the later Soviet period, the
idealization of the leader attenuated, more atten-
tion is paid to other Soviet leaders. The following
group of mythologems includes the description
and heroization of partisans and underground
fighters, romantization of images, especially of

the deceased heroes [5]. The authors pay great at-
tention to the detailed description of the realized
tasks given by commanders of the partisan de-
tachments and units, emphasizing the successful
performance of tasks in the German rear, that was
already a feat for each partisan, and at the same
time was affecting the assessment of events and
processes in general.

The fifth group of mythologems in the
sources of personal origin is associated with a
high evaluation of the heroic deeds hroughout the
war on the part of children and youth, older gen-
eration, experienced participants of previous wars
[5]. The authors idealize the general social mood,
in particular that all people regardless of social
stratification were helping in the fight against
the enemy. A network of the Komsomol organi-
zations played a special role in the education of
youth. The role of the Komsomol members in the
struggle against the enemy can be traced in most
memories, which became the basis for further
mythologization of certain figures for the educa-
tion of youth in the communist spirit.

One of the distinctive features of the mythol-
ogization of the Soviet-German War in the testi-
monies of the military generation was the attempt
of shaping a negative image and a generalized
conception of the enemy. The dominant feature
of the mass consciousness of the Soviet society
was the active rejection of the policies and prac-
tices of the German occupation authorities, their
ideology and morals. The psychological nature of
confrontation as a form of expression of thoughts
and actions of people follow from the essence of
the very military existence. Only in war the psy-
chological construction of “we — they” exists in
a pure form of mutual rejection [6]. This mythol-
ogized perception of the enemy’s image was ac-
cumulated primarily in military memories, where
there were emotionally negative descriptions of
the enemy, e.g. “fritz”, “fascist”. The general-
ized image of the enemy contained a mythologi-
cal component, the universal negativity became
a mythologem. Positive features of the enemy
were rather an exception than regularity. The last
group of mythologems can also include heroiza-
tion of the partisan and clandestine activity. In
their works, authors did not pay much attention
or ignored the phenomenon of treason and facts
of cooperation with the Germans. For the authors
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of memoirs, those who collaborated with the oc-
cupation authorities were more than enemies —
they were defectors, traitors, strange “elements”.
Such a general characteristic can be made on the
basis of available published and archival mate-
rial relating to the group of autocommunicative
documents of personal origin.

Autocommunicative documents of per-
sonal origin, revealing the events on the territory
of Ukraine in the period 1941-1945, occupy a
prominent place in the documentary array of the
National Archival Fund of Ukraine and is an im-
portant source of socio-historical information and
a model of existing communication technologies
in the society of that time. Among the archival
document collections, there should be separately
mentioned those of the Central State Archives of
Public Associations of Ukraine (CSAPAU). Pro-
file regional archival institutions, funds and ex-
positions of domestic museum institutions also
possess a noticeable potential [7].

Unlike official documents, which are com-
piled according to certain rules, it is the autocom-
municative documents that most clearly reflect
the individual character traits of their author, his
perception of the surrounding reality and often
contain such data about events that are almost
impossible to find in the official documenta-
tion. All autocommunicative materials collected
in the personal funds of the participants of the
Second World War, which are stored in the archi-
val fund of Ukraine, can be divided into the fol-
lowing groups: autocommunicative documents
of the direct participants in combat operations
on the fronts; autocommunicative documents of
the guerrilla and underground fighters; autocom-
municative documents of the rear workers, who
during the Soviet-German War worked at enter-
prises, in educational establishments, went to the
front as part of concert brigades, and others. The
suggested systematization corresponds to a group
of autocommunicative documents of personal
origin — memoirs, diaries, autobiographies and
so on. Documents of personal nature of guerrilla
and clandestine movements presented in various
regional archival funds are not always singled out
into collections [7].

Documents of the personal origin fund of
the central and regional archives of Ukraine, as
a rule, are divided into several thematic groups:

autocommunicative documents in biographies,
autobiographies, diary notes, diaries, documents
of interpersonal communication — documents
of official, scientific, creative and public activ-
ity, correspondence and literature [7]. It is quite
natural that the information of the autocommu-
nicative documents of the partisans and clandes-
tine participants is supplemented with official
documents. The central archival institutions of
Ukraine possess their own archive fund structur-
ing and thematically distinguish collections of
personal origin belonging to partisan and clan-
destine fighters. Therefore, it is logical to con-
sider archive autocommunicative documents due
to the collections of regional partisan leaders and
partisan units and detachments.

Varieties of the autocommunicative sources
include diaries and various notes, among which
the following types can be singled out: by vol-
ume (short or expanded records); by regularity
(frequent, systematic); by dates (always strictly
dated or dated carelessly). To here also belong:
diaries, covering the events of a short period of
time (field diary), diaries that develop into a sep-
arate genre of literature. The specified group of
autocommunicative sources of personal origin,
diaries and notes, tending to grow into the genre
of fiction, become a form of artistic representa-
tion of life according to the vision of the author.
Such a document evokes the interest of an ordi-
nary reader, but impels the researchers severely
criticize the author’s or eyewitness’s personal
view. Such sources completely reflect the essence
of the Soviet era, because the communist world-
view of a person was choiceless that was mas-
sively captured in the documents of that time.

Among the document arrays of the Central
State Archive of Public Associations of Ukraine
there are both partisan personal funds and those
devoted to partisan detachments — from the fund
62, illustrating the activity of the Ukrainian Head-
quarters of Partisan Movement (UHPM) to the
fund 262. Each of them presents documents of au-
tocommunicative nature — diary notes, author’s
records describing the events of partisan activities,
autobiographical documents and photographs [7].
In addition to these, there are also diaries writ-
ten by various levels of leadership as well as by
simple partisans. These documents combine genre
similarities, although some diaries are rather diary



AsmoKkomyHiKamusHuil xapaxkmep OOKYMeHMI8 0C0008020 NOXOOICEHHS... 29

notes. Diary documents require critics due to their
subjectivity, providing author’s judgments about
the events, heroism and cowardice both of leaders
and partisan composition.

In addition to archival institutions, a large
number of diaries is accumulated in the collections
of Ukrainian museums as well as in the funds of
the National Museum of History of Ukraine in the
Second World War. Guerrilla diaries are kept in the
memorial complex. In 2015, the museum research
assistants for the first time published the full ver-
sions of the diary notes of the Soviet Resistance
participants in Ukraine that is of F. Tkachenko, M.
Sheremet, Y. Bashmak, K. Stepanov and P. Khy-
mych. They possess a powerful source information
potential and reflect quite a few complex poorly
studied pages in the history of partisan-underground
struggle on the Ukrainian territory during the Sovi-
et-German War [7].

The opposite side of the struggle is always
interesting, and Ukrainian archives also store diary
documents of the German soldiers. It is exemplified
by the “Extracts from the diary of the German Ma-
jor Karl Dorman on guerrilla warfare in the tempo-
rarily occupied territory of the Soviet Union”. It is
worth noting that diaries and diary entries of Soviet
soldiers do not differ from those of the Germans.
They are characterized by the emotional way of in-
formation transmission about surrounding reality, as
well as psychological tension. The diaries are writ-
ten frankly, resembling confessions of individual
participants in the Second World War.

The information about participants of par-
tisan detachments is preserved in the thematic
funds of the CSAPAU. Among such documents,
there are autobiographies of the Communist
Party and Komsomol members, autobiographi-
cal data in other types of paper documentation,
diary notes on daily life of guerrilla fighters, di-
ary entries about combat activity, full-fledged

diaries with the recording of guerrilla activity.
In addition to autocommunicative information
of personal nature, every large detachment or
unit possessed its own diary at its headquarters.
A large array of autocommunicative sources is
accumulated in the fund-collections of national
and regional museum institutions of Ukraine. So
in the National Museum of Ukrainian History in
the World War II. The memorial complex con-
centrates the combat and partisan characteristics,
autobiographies, memories of the participants in
the Soviet Resistance movement, their relatives,
close acquaintances, former single-servicemen,
copies of transcripts of conversations, references
and other documents [7].

Quite a representative range of memories of
the participants in the Soviet Resistance move-
ment was archaeologically processed and was
published in scientific and documentary publi-
cations, collections of documents and materials.
The socio-historical potential of such materials
enables the researcher to carry out profound his-
torical reconstructions of the integral picture of
the Soviet Resistance and war movement. Infor-
mation subjectivity, one’s own thoughts and judg-
ments, acceptable decorations of perception of
the surrounding reality, allow us to see events and
phenomena from the participant’s point of view,
to reflect the worldview of the person. Such doc-
ument sources are stored mainly in the personal
funds of central and regional archives. Quite a
significant layer of the mentioned source array is
published in separate editions as well as placed in
various collections of documents and materials.
The socio-historical potential of such materials
makes it possible for the researcher to carry out
deep historical reconstructions of the activities of
individual detachments and to shape an integral
picture of the regional Resistance Movement in
1941-1945 on the territory of Ukraine.
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IHOOPMAIITHO-TOKYMEHTAILIHE 3ABE3IEYEHHS
YCTAHOB I'AJT1Y3I KYJIBTYPU B YKPAIHI

Mema oocnioscenns. Y cmammi po3ensioaomuvcs yCmano8u 2aiy3i Kyibmypu 6 YKpaini, siki ymeopiooms
OKpemy cucmemy ma OXONJ0oMmb CYKYNHICMb Opeanizayitl I YCmanos, ki 3a0e3neyyioms (QyHKYIOHY8aHHS
Kynomypu (HapoOnoi i npochecitinoi) y xynomypromy npocmopi Yxpainu. Memooonozia 00cnioxicenns
0azyemvcsi HA 3ACMOCYBAHHI 302ANbHOHAYKOBUX MA CNEYiaNbHUX Memooi8 Ni3HAHHA, 30Kpemd aHATi3),
CuHmesy, 102i4H020 Memody, memody gizyanizayii pezyiomamie docaiodicenns. Hayxkosea nosusna. Posensamymo
VCMAaHOBU 8 2any3i KYIbmypi, 3a HANpAMAamu ma iIHCMumyyisimu, sIKi CKaadaoms 00 'exmu ma cyo ekmu 2any3i
KVIbMypu ma QYHKYIL yRpasuinms, wo pe2yiioemvp s HU3KOI0 CReyiaibHO20 3aKOHOOA8CMEA 8 2ATY31 KYIbMYPU.
Bucnoexu. Ananiz cmpykmypu 0epocaguux YCmanos 2aiy3i Kyibnypu nokazas, wo ii coyianbHi incmumyyii
BIOPIBHAIOMbCA COYIOKYIbMYPHUMU DYHKYIAMU, 8UOAMU OISIbHOCME MA BUOAMU KYIbMYPHO20 NPOOYKMY,
cnocobom disibHocmi ma peanizayii 0epicagHoi norimuxu y cgepi Kyremypu. Yemaunosu cmeoprowms ma
nepeoaroms Ha apxiene 30epicanHs OOKYMEHMHI KOMIIEKCU, 30IUCHIOIOMb OOKYMEHMAayitHy OisibHICMb.
YV cxnaoi ookymenmanvHux KOMIIEKCI8 Yux yCmano8 icHyomo K o@iyitini, max i Heoiyitni OoOKyMenmu,
CYaHch08020 Ma MEOPUO20 Xapaxmepy, SKi penpe3eHmyroms ii po3eumox.

Knwouogi cnosa: ycmanosu Kyismypu, KyIemypHutl npocmip, OOKyMeHmayis.
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