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THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE PROFESSIONAL TRADE JOURNAL "PRZEWODNIK DLA
SPRAW DRUKARSKO-LITOGRAFICZNYCH" (1889) AS A MODEL
OF PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION OF PRINTERS IN EASTERN GALICIA

The purpose of the study is to conduct a comprehensive documentological and socio-communication
analysis of the first issue of the professional trade journal “Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych”
(Lviv, 1889) as a source of professional communication and self-representation of the printing community of
Eastern Galicia in the late nineteenth century. The research methodology is based on the application of his-
torical-documentary, structural-functional, source studies, and content analysis methods, which made it pos-
sible to consider the periodical as a complex document embedded in the social, professional, and communica-
tive contexts of its time. The scientific novelty of the study lies in introducing a little-studied professional
periodical into scholarly circulation as an integral object of documentological analysis and in identifying its
role in shaping professional identity, solidarity, and communication practices among printers in Eastern Ga-
licia. It is demonstrated that programmatic editorial texts, journalistic materials, chronicles of professional
life, and normative-economic publications performed an integrative function within the professional commu-
nity, contributing to its consolidation, self-organisation, and protection of social and economic interests. The
conclusions indicate that “Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych functioned not only as a profes-
sional periodical but also as an important document of professional communication, reflecting the transfor-
mation of the printing community from a craft-based corporation into a socially active professional environ-
ment. The journal represents a valuable source for studying the history of document communication, the trade
union movement, and the development of professional press in the Ukrainian lands.

Keywords: professional periodicals, document of professional communication, printers, Eastern Gali-
cia, trade press, nineteenth century.
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MEPIIUA HOMEP ITPO®ECIMHO-TAJIY3EBOI'O YACOITUCY
«PRZEWODNIK DLA SPRAW DRUKARSKO-LITOGRAFICZNYCH» (1889)
SIK MOJIEJIb TIPO®ECIMHOI KOMYHIKALII IPYKAPIB CXIJTHOI TAJTMYNHHA

Mema podomu nonseae y KOMIJIEKCHOMY OOKYMEHMO3HAGUOMY M COYIOKOMYHIKAYIUHOMY AHANI3ZE nep-
wozo Homepa npogeciiino-eanyzegozo yaconucy «Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznychy» (Jlvsis,
1889) sk dxrcepena npogheciiinoi komyrnixayii ma camopenpesenmayii opykapcvkozo cepedoguua Cxionoi I a-
audunu kinya XIX cm. Memooonozia podomu IpyHmyemv s Ha 3aCMOCY8AHHT iCTOPUKO-00KYMEHMO3HABHO20,
CMPYKMYPHO-PYHKYIOHAIBHO20, 0XHCEPeNo3HABY020 Ma KOHMEHM-AHANIZY, Wo 0al0 3MO2Y PO32NIAHYMU BU-
OaHH3 SIK KOMNIEKCHULL OOKYMEHM, NOEOHAHULL I3 COYIANbHUM, NPOGeCilinum i KOMYHIKayiliHUM KOHMeKCmamu
enoxu. Haykoea HoeusHa nonseae y 66e0eHHi 00 HAYKOBO20 00icy MAI0OOCHIONCEHO20 Paxoe020 nepioout-
HO20 8UOAHHSA K YITICHO20 00 €KMA OOKYMEHMO3HABYO20 AHANIZY, A MAKONC Y BUABILEHHI 11020 POl y hopmy-
8aHHI npogecilinoi iDenmuunocmi, conidapHocmi ma KOMyHIKayitHux npaxmux opykapie Cxionoi I anuyunu.
Loseoeno, wo npoepamui mexcmu, nyORIYUCIMUYHI MAmMePianU, XpOHIKa npogheciinoco Hcumms ma Hopma-
MUBHO-eKOHOMIYHT NYONIKAYTL YacONUCY SUKOHYBANU PYHKYIIO THMeSPayiliH020 MEXAHI3MY 8cepeduHi npoge-
CIlIHOI CRiNbHOMU, CHPUAIOYU KOHCOIOAYIT, camoopeanizayii ma 3axucmy coyiaibHO-eKOHOMIYHUX iHmepecia
opykapie. Bucnoexu 3aceiouyroms, wo « Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych» eucmynac ne nuwe
haxosum nepioOuyHUM GUOAHHAM, A U BANCTUBUM OOKYMEHMOM NPOGeCilinol KoMYHIKayii, sKuil gidoopadicae
mparncpopmayiio OpyKapcokoi CRiibHOMuU 8i0 PEMICHUYOL KOPROPAYIT 00 COYIANbHO AKMUBHO20 NPOPeCiliHo20
cepedoguya ma € YiHHUM 0xcepesiom 01 00CAI0NHCeHHS ICMOpIi OOKYMeHMHOI KOMYHIKayii, npogcniikosozo

PYXY U po36umKy (haxosoi npecu Ha YKPAiHCbKUX 3eMIISIX.
Knrouoei cnoea: npogheciiina nepioouxa, npogcninkosa npeca, npogcninku, opykapi, Cxiona Ianu-

yuna, ghaxosa npeca, XIX cmonimms.

The relevance of the study is determined by the
need for a comprehensive understanding of profes-
sional periodicals of the late 19th century as an im-
portant segment of the history of documentary and so-
cial communication. In modern document science and
library science, increasing attention is being paid to
the analysis of periodicals not only as carriers of in-
formation, but also as multifunctional documents that
reflect the processes of forming professional identity,
communication strategies, and mechanisms of self-
organisation of social groups. In this context, the pro-
fessional press of Eastern Galicia remains insuffi-
ciently researched, despite its significant importance
for the development of professional communities and
the trade union movement in Ukrainian lands.

The first issue of the journal “Przewodnik dla
spraw drukarsko-litograficznych” (Lviv, 1889) is a
valuable source for reconstructing communication
practices in the printing environment during the mod-
ernisation processes of the late 19th century. The pub-
lication combines programmatic editorial texts, jour-
nalistic articles, regulatory and economic materials,
professional chronicles, and informational and refer-
ence reports, allowing it to be viewed as a compre-
hensive document of professional communication.
Analysis of this source allows us to trace the transfor-
mation of the printing community from a craft-corpo-
rate model to a socially active professional environ-
ment focused on collective interests, solidarity, and
the protection of labour rights.

The scientific value of the research is also in
the possibility of expanding the source base for

studies on the history of documentary communication
and the professional press. Ukrainian and foreign
studies predominantly analyse general social or polit-
ical periodicals, while professional publications in
specific fields are often overlooked, despite their in-
fluence on the formation of professional norms, val-
ues, and communication standards. The inclusion of
the first issue of “Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-
litograficznych” in scientific circulation allows us to
fill this gap and deepen our understanding of the role
of periodicals in the formation of professional com-
munities.

Analysis of research and publications. The his-
toriography of the issue indicates a gradual deepening
of research into the trade union and strike movement
in Galicia. Significant contributions to the study of
this subject were made by I. Berest [1-3], I. Khoma
[4; 5], R. Berest [6], and N. Vovk [7; 10], who re-
searched the development of trade unions, their or-
ganisational structures, and their role in the social life
of cities. Their works, as well as the research of O.
Gonchar [8; 9], highlight the activities of Lviv’s pro-
fessional associations, analyse the trade union press,
and examine the social and communication aspects of
the labour movement.

Thus, previous studies have laid the ground-
work for understanding the overall picture of the la-
bour movement, but a comprehensive analysis using
archival sources that takes into account local charac-
teristics and the social and communicative aspects of
strikes remains relevant and requires further study.

The aim of the study is to conduct a
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comprehensive documentological and socio-commu-
nicative analysis of the first issue of the professional
journal “Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-lito-
graficznych” (Lviv, 1889) as a document of profes-
sional communication, aimed at identifying its struc-
tural, content, and functional features, as well as de-
termining the role of the publication in shaping the
professional identity, communication practices, and
self-organisation processes of the printing community
of Eastern Galicia at the end of the 19th century.

Basic materials. The first issue of the profes-
sional journal “Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-lito-
graficznych”, published in Lviv on January 15, 1889,
is a prime example of a professional periodical docu-
ment focused on internal communication within the
printing community and the formation of collective
professional consciousness. Even at the level of exter-
nal characteristics — regular publication, clearly struc-
tured subscription terms, and extensive geographical
distribution — the editorial team’s desire to create a
stable information channel capable of uniting printers
from different regions is evident [11, 1]. This organi-
sational model demonstrates an understanding of pe-
riodicals as a long-term communication tool rather
than a random publishing initiative.

The editorial declaration “Stowo od Redakcji”
serves as a policy document that defines the ideolog-
ical principles and target audience of the publication.
It is noted that after the cessation of previous attempts
at professional periodicals, the printing community
found itself without its own print organ capable of
representing its interests [11, 1]. Thus, the publication
of “Przewodnik...” is presented as a response to a real
communication need in the professional environment.
It is important that the editorial board immediately de-
clare a broader understanding of the journal's func-
tions: it should not only be technical and professional,
but also socially oriented, aimed at discussing “issues
that directly affect printers” [11, 2]. This reflects the
publication's documentary strategy, which is focused on
providing a comprehensive picture of professional life.

A content analysis of the issue reveals the dom-
inance of issues related to socio-economic relations in
the printing industry. One of the central themes is the
protection of the current Lviv price list of services as
an instrument for regulating labour and earnings. The
editorial board consistently justifies the need to com-
ply with it as a condition for maintaining a balance
between employers and employees [11, 2]. In the sec-
tion “Nasze stosunki” (Our Relations), the 1873 price
list of services is considered not only as a technical
document, but also as the basis for the internal order
of printing houses, ensuring predictability of labour
relations and preventing abuse [14, 5]. This approach
allows us to interpret the relevant publications as a
form of documentation of professional standards and
collective agreements.

Particular attention deserves the criticism of
phenomena that threatened the stability of the profes-
sional environment, in particular the excessive in-
volvement of students and the reduction in the num-
ber of paid workers. The statistical observations pre-
sented regarding the imbalance between the number
of students and qualified printers in Lviv printing
houses [14, 5] are not only descriptive but also well-
reasoned. Through such data, the editorial board
raises readers' awareness of a systemic crisis that re-
quires a collective response, thereby using the docu-
ment as a means of professional mobilisation.

The idea of solidarity and self-organisation is
consistently developed in the journalistic materials of
the issue. The article “Czy potrzeba sig
stowarzyszac?” presents associations as a historically
and socially conditioned form of labour protection in
conditions of growing capital influence [13, 4]. The
author does not limit himself to abstract considera-
tions, but directly appeals to the experience of the
printing community, recalling attempts to create their
own production centres. The following editorial com-
mentary expands on this theme, highlighting the prac-
tical difficulties of implementing cooperative initia-
tives while appealing to the moral duty of each mem-
ber of the community to join in the common cause [13,
5]. Thus, the journal functions as a document that directly
influences the behavioural attitudes of its audience.

Historical and professional discourse occupies
a significant place in the structure of the issue. The
essay “Sztuka drukarska” serves as a symbolic foun-
dation for professional identity, tracing the continu-
ous development of printing from ancient forms of
writing to Gutenberg's invention and the current state
of the industry [12, 2-3]. The appeal to Gutenberg as
a cultural hero and the use of visual material (tables
showing the development of the Latin alphabet) [12,
3] lend the text a sense of legitimacy, emphasising the
historical significance of the profession and its civili-
sational mission.

An important communication technique is to
include the international context. Materials on the sit-
uation in Vienna and other European printing centres
show that problems with tariffs and labour relations
are of a supra-local nature [15, 6-7]. A detailed de-
scription of the items on the Vienna price list of ser-
vices — working hours, minimum wages, the ratio of
apprentices to masters — serves as a comparative
benchmark for Lviv printers [15, 7]. In this way, the
journal broadens the horizons of professional commu-
nication by integrating the local community into the
pan-European discourse.

The final sections of the issue — company
chronicles, financial reports, statistical references,
and brief announcements — form the informational
backdrop of everyday professional life. The editorial
board openly declares its intention to systematically
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inform society members about their activities, bridg-
ing the information gap between governing bodies
and ordinary members [16, 7]. “Drobnazgi” combines
personal messages, statistics on the development of
printing in large cities, and reference information
about professional institutions [17, 8]. All of these
materials together strengthen the journal's function as
an internal information centre for the community.

Thus, analysis of the first issue of “Przewodnik
dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych” allows us to
identify it as a multifunctional document of profes-
sional communication, combining programmatic-ide-
ological, normative-regulatory, mobilising, legitimis-
ing, and informational-reference components [18, 1—
8]. This comprehensiveness makes the publication an
important source for researching the formation of the
professional press, the social self-organisation of
printers, and the development of documentary com-
munication in Eastern Galicia at the end of the 19th century.

The internal structure of the first issue of “Prze-
wodnik dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych” de-
serves special attention as a comprehensive document
collection. The arrangement of materials is not ran-
dom: the issue is structured according to the logic of
a gradual transition from programmatic and ideologi-
cal declarations to practically oriented messages and
reference information. This composition corresponds
to the “from general to specific” model, which is char-
acteristic of professional periodicals of the late 19th
century and indicates conscious editorial planning of
the document [18, 1-8].

At the beginning of the issue, the reader enters
the community’s communication space through the
editorial word and historical-professional essay,
which form value and identification guidelines [18,
1-3]. Only after that are materials presented that are
directly related to current socio-economic conflicts
and organisational issues, and the issue concludes
with information and reference sections [18, 4-8].
This structure allows us to view the issue as a care-
fully constructed document of professional communi-
cation, aimed not only at informing, but also at shap-
ing a certain model of thinking and behaviour in the
recipient.

Communication analysis of the texts in this is-
sue reveals a clear division of roles between the sub-
jects of professional interaction. The publications
constantly feature collective images of “us” (printers,
comrades), “them” (employers, owners of printing
houses, administrative authorities), as well as institu-
tional entities — societies, unions, cooperative printing
houses [18, 4—7]. Through this binary opposition, the
journal creates a sense of belonging to a separate pro-
fessional group with its own interests, problems, and
tools of protection in the reader. In terms of document
science, this indicates that the document fulfils an

identification function.

A linguistic and stylistic analysis of the issue's
content demonstrates a combination of several genre
registers within a single publication. Alongside jour-
nalistic texts that appeal to emotions and solidarity,
there are also numerous normative and informational
texts filled with numerical data, lists, specific require-
ments, and rules [18, 5-7]. This combination of gen-
res enhances the persuasiveness of the messages:
emotional impact is combined with rational argumen-
tation, and the document takes on a declarative and
regulatory character.

An important but often underestimated element
of professional periodicals is advertising, which in
“Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych” is
distinctly professional in nature. Advertisements for
printing equipment, fonts, machines, and materials
[18, 8] are not a random addition, but fit organically
into the professional discourse of the issue. They
serve a dual purpose: on the one hand, they provide
information about technical innovations and the print-
ing market, and on the other, they establish economic
ties within the industry. In this sense, advertising ap-
pears as a specific type of documentary communica-
tion between manufacturers, suppliers, and users of
printing technology.

The normative and educational nature of many
of the texts in this issue is particularly noteworthy.
The editorial team does not limit itself to identifying
problems, but constantly proposes a model of “cor-
rect” professional behaviour: adherence to price tags,
participation in societies, financial discipline, and ac-
tive involvement in joint initiatives [12, 2; 14, 5].
Criticism of the apathy of individual members of the
community and warnings about a “dark tomorrow”
[13, 4-5] have a clearly didactic character. Thus, the
journal serves as an informal regulator of professional
ethics and discipline.

From a document science perspective, the first
issue of “Przewodnik dla spraw drukarsko-lito-
graficznych” can be interpreted as an example of an
integrated periodical document combining elements
of informational, normative, mobilisation, reference,
and advertising documentation. This multi-layered
nature allows us to view the publication not only as a
source of factual data, but also as an active tool for
constructing the professional reality of printers in
Eastern Galicia at the end of the 19th century. [18, 1-8].

The scientific novelty of the study consists in
conducting a comprehensive documentological and
socio-communicative analysis of the first issue of the
professional  journal Przewodnik dla spraw
drukarsko-litograficznych (Lviv, 1889) as a holistic
document of professional communication, which had
not previously been the subject of systematic scien-
tific analysis in domestic studies of document science
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and the history of professional periodicals. For the
first time, this work substantiates the interpretation of
this publication not only as a professional periodical,
but also as an active tool for shaping professional
identity, solidarity, and models of collective behav-
iour among the printing community of Eastern Galicia
at the end of the 19th century. The proposed analysis
allows us to clarify the structural and functional fea-
tures of the first issue of the journal, identify the spe-
cifics of the combination of programmatic, regula-
tory, mobilising, informational, reference, and adver-
tising components, and to determine its place in the
system of professional communication as an interme-
diary between the local printing environment and the
broader European context of the professional press.
The results obtained expand the source base for re-
search into the history of documentary communica-
tion and lay the foundation for further interdiscipli-
nary studies in the fields of library science, document
science, and social communications.

Conclusions. The study showed that the first is-
sue of the professional journal “Przewodnik dla spraw
drukarsko-litograficznych” (Lviv, 1889) is a repre-
sentative example of professional periodicals of the
late 19th century, which goes beyond the scope of a
purely informational publication and functions as a
full-fledged document of professional communica-
tion. Its content, structure, and editorial policy are
aimed at forming an internal communication space for
the printing community, ensuring the exchange of
professional information, and consolidating socio-
economic interests.

An analysis of the programmatic, journalistic,
and regulatory-economic materials of the first issue
revealed that the journal served an integrative func-
tion, combining various segments of professional life:

production relations, wage issues, the organisation of
the union movement, the historical legitimacy of the
profession, and daily informational support for com-
munity members. Through systematic discussion of
wages, working conditions, and the role of profes-
sional associations, the publication contributed to the
development of common norms and models of behav-
iour among printers in Eastern Galicia.

An important result of the study is the discov-
ery of the multi-layered documentary nature of the
journal, which combines programmatic-ideological,
regulatory, mobilising, reference, and advertising el-
ements. This structure allows us to view “Przewodnik
dla spraw drukarsko-litograficznych” as an integrated
periodical document that not only records the state of
the professional environment, but also actively influ-
ences its development and self-organisation.

The study established that drawing on interna-
tional experience, in particular through the analysis of
pricing policies and organisational practices in Euro-
pean printing centres, broadened the publication’s
communication horizon and contributed to the inclu-
sion of the local printing community in a broader Eu-
ropean professional context. This reinforces the im-
portance of the journal as a channel for transnational
professional communication.

Overall, the results of the study confirm the rel-
evance of using professional periodicals in analysis as
an important source on the history of documentary
communication, professional identity, and social self-
organisation. The first issue of “Przewodnik dla
spraw drukarsko-litograficznych” is a valuable histor-
ical document that reflects the transformation of the
printing profession in Eastern Galicia at the end of the
19th century and has significant potential for further
research in library science and document studies.
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