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Mathematical modeling of flexible tethers (FT) is an integral part 
of the study of remotely operated vehicles and underwater complexes 
in general. In this paper, for the mathematical modeling of the FT 
dynamics in the flow of liquid, the FT is represented as a set of series-
connected elements – solid bodies. The governing equation of the FT 
element motion is given; it takes into account the external gravity, 
buoyancy and hydrodynamic drag forces, and internal constraint reac-
tion forces between adjacent elements. The main problem in the inex-
tensible FT modeling is to determine the constraint reaction forces.

There has been suggested the method of mathematical modeling 
of the flexible tether dynamics with automatic control of its elements 
axial motion (ACEAM). According to the ACEAM method, the 
flexible tether is represented as a multidimensional automatic con-
trol system. The controlled object is the set of the FT elements, the 
controlled parameters are the distances between adjacent elements, 
and the controlling parameters are the constraint reaction forces.

With the help of the inverse dynamics method, the regulator 
of the FT elements axial motion is synthesized as a part of the FT 
mathematical model. The developed regulator provides highly pre-
cise control of the distances between the FT elements and, therefore, 
accurate modeling of the inextensible flexible tether dynamics.

The method of the flexible tether simulation considering that its 
length varies during its operation is suggested. The basis of the method 
is the dynamic change of the number of the elements being involved in 
the calculation process, considering the current length of the released 
part of the FT. Changing the FT length causes additional loads on 
its inboard and running ends. Taking into account these loads allows 
accurate simulation of the dynamics of the FT impact on remotely 
operated vehicles and other components of underwater complexes.

The flexible tether motion dynamics is then modeled with the 
developed method. The modeling results are compared with the 
method of lumped masses springs. It is established that when the 
equal precision of the inextensible FT simulation is provided, the 
suggested method operates about 25 times faster than the method of 
lumped masses and springs.

Keywords: flexible tether simulation, umbilical cable, remotely 
operated vehicle, underwater complex.
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The study has revealed an influence of the parameters of correc-
tive weights (balls and cylindrical rollers) in auto-balancers on the 
balancing capacity and the duration of the transition processes of 
auto-balancing in fast-rotating rotors.

A compact analytical function has been obtained to determine 
the balancing capacity of an auto-balancer (for any quantity of cor-
rective weights – balls or rollers), with a subsequent analysis thereof.

It is shown that the process of approach of the auto-balancing 
can be accelerated if the auto-balancer contains at least three cor-
rective weights.

It has been proved that at a fixed radius of the corrective weights 
the highest balancing capacity of an auto-balancer is achieved when 
the corrective weights occupy nearly half of the racetrack.

The study has revealed that it is technically incorrect to formu-
late a problem of finding a radius of the corrective weights that 
would maximize the balancing capacity of the auto-balancer. The 
statement implies that if it is a ball auto-balancer, the racetrack is a 
sphere, but if it is a roller-type balancer, the racetrack is a cylinder. 
This leads to a practically useless result, suggesting that the highest 
balancing capacity is achieved by auto-balancers with one correc-
tive weight. Besides, with n≥5 for balls and n≥8 for rollers, there 
happens a false optimization, which consists in several corrective 
weights being “excess”. Their removal increases the balancing ca-
pacity of the auto-balancer.

It is correct (from the engineering point of view) that the 
mathematical task is to optimize the balancing capacity of an auto-
balancer. Herewith, it is taken into account that the racetrack of the 
auto-balancer is torus-shaped, which restricts the radius of the cor-
rective weights from the top. It is shown that the balancing capacity 
of an automatic balancer can be maximized if in a fixed volume the 
corrective weights have the largest possible radius and occupy al-
most a half of the racetrack.

The research on the duration of the transition processes for the 
smallest value has produced the following conclusions:

– to accelerate the achieving auto-balancing, the corrective 
weights should occupy nearly half of the racetrack;

– the shortest time of the auto-balancing is achieved with three 
balls or five cylindrical rollers.

Keywords: auto-balancer, auto-balancing, ball, cylindrical roll-
er, balancing capacity, transition processes, optimization.



5959

Abstract and References. Applied mechanics

References

1.	 Ghasemloonia, A., Geoff Rideout, D., Butt, S. D. (2015). A review 
of drillstring vibration modeling and suppression methods. Journal 
of Petroleum Science and Engineering, 131, 150–164. doi: 10.1016/ 
j.petrol.2015.04.030 

2.	 Gulyayev, V. I., Borshch, O. I. (2011). Free vibrations of drill 
strings in hyper deep vertical bore-wells. Journal of Petroleum 
Science and Engineering, 78 (3-4), 759–764. doi: 10.1016/j.pet-
rol.2011.09.001 

3.	 Steliga, I., Grydzhuk, J., Dzhus, A. (2016). An experimental and 
theoretical method of calculating the damping ratio of the sucker rod 
column oscillation. Eastern-European Journal of Enterprise Tech-
nologies, 2 (7 (80)), 20–25. doi: 10.15587/1729-4061.2016.66193 

4.	 Nabil, Musa, Gulyayev, Valery, Shlyun, Nataliya, Aldabas, Hasan 
(2016) Critical buckling of drill strings in cylindrical cavities of 
inclined bore-holes. Journal of Mechanics Engineering and Automa-
tion, 6, 25–38. doi: 10.17265/2159-5275/2016.01.004 

5.	 Major, I. E., Big-Alabo, A., Odi-Owei, S. (2015). Effect Of Drill 
String Rotation On The Dynamic Response Of Drilling Risers. 
International Journal of Applied Mechanics and Engineering, 20 (3), 
503–516. doi: 10.1515/ijame-2015-0034 

6.	 Sun, Y., Yu, Y., Liu, B. (2015). A simple and accurate numeric so-
lution procedure for nonlinear buckling model of drill string with 
frictional effect. Journal of Petroleum Science and Engineering, 
128, 44–52. doi: 10.1016/j.petrol.2015.02.026 

7.	 Ritto, T. G., Soize, C., Sampaio, R. (2009). Non-linear dynamics 
of a drill-string with uncertain model of the bit–rock interaction. 
International Journal of Non-Linear Mechanics, 44 (8), 865–876. 
doi: 10.1016/j.ijnonlinmec.2009.06.003 

8.	 Masoomi, R., Moghadasi, J. (2014). Mathematical modeling and 
prediction of drill string stability region. Journal of Petroleum Ex-
ploration and Production Technology, 4 (4), 351–358. doi: 10.1007/
s13202-013-0097-3 

9.	 Shatskii, I. P., Perepichka, V. V. (2013). Shock-wave propagation 
in an elastic rod with a viscoplastic external resistance. Journal 
of Applied Mechanics and Technical Physics, 54 (6), 1016–1020. 
doi: 10.1134/s0021894413060163 

10.	 Levchuk, K. G., Moisyshyn, V. M., Cidylo, I. V. (2016). Vplyv me-
hanichnyh vlastyvostei materialu na dynamiku pryhoplenyh buryl-
nyh trub. Physics of Metals, 38 (12), 1594–1607.

11.	 Kryl’, Y. A., Prysyazhnyuk, P. M. (2013). Structure formation and 
properties of NbC-Hadfield steel cermets. Journal of Superhard Ma-
terials, 35 (5), 292–297. doi: 10.3103/s1063457613050043 

12.	 Ropyak, L. Ya., Rogal, O. V. (2013). The Patent of Ukrainta, 
Sposib zmitsnennya burylnykh trub iz alyuminiyevykh splaviv. 
Ivano-Frankivsk National Technical University of Oil and Gas. 
а201114404; declared: 05.12.11; published: 25.10.13, Bul. 20, 4.

13.	 Student, М. М., Dovhunyk, V. М., Klapkiv, М. D., Posuvai-
lo, V. М., Shmyrko, V. V., Kytsya, А. Р. (2012). Tribological proper-
ties of combined metal-оxide-сeramic layers on light alloys. Materi-
als Science, 48 (2), 180–190. doi: 10.1007/s11003-012-9489-7 

14.	 Shatskyi, I. P., Ropyak, L. Ya., Makoviichuk, M. V. (2016) Strength 
optimization of a two-layer coating for the particular local loading 
conditions. Strength of Materials, 48 (5), 726–730. doi: 10.1007/
s11223-016-9817-5 

15.	 Velichkovich, A. S., Dalyak, T. M. (2015) Assessment of stressed 
state and performance characteristics of jacketed spring with a cut 
for drill shock absorber. Chemical and Petroleum Engineering, 
51 (3), 188–193.

16.	 Shats’kyi, I. P., Lyskanych, O. M., Kornuta, V. A. (2016). Com-
bined Deformation Conditions for Fatigue Damage Indicator and 
Well-Drilling Tool Joint. Strength of Materials, 48 (3), 469–472. 
doi: 10.1007/s11223-016-9786-8 

17.	 Filimonikhin, G., Goncharov, V. (2014). Uravnoveshivanie avtoba-
lansirom rotora v uprugo-vyazko zakreplennom korpuse, sovershay-
ushchem prostranstvennoe dvizhenie [Balancing auto balancer rotor 
in viscoelastic body fixed, making spatial motion]. Bulletin of the 
Tomsk Polytechnic University, 325 (2), 41–49.

18.	 Goncharov, V. (2015). Doslidzhennya stiykosti rotora v korpysi 
na podatlyvykh oporakh, yakyy dynamichno srivnovazhuyetssya 
dvoma avtobalansyramy [Research of stability of rotor that 
dynamically is counterbalanced by two auto-balancers, in corps 
on pliable supports]. Vibratsiyi v tekhnitsi ta tekhnologiyakh,  
4 (80), 10–18. 

19.	 Goncharov, V., Filimonikhin, G., Dumenko, K., Lychuk, M. (2016). 
Studying the peculiarities of balancing of flexible double-support 
rotors by two passive automatic balancers placed near supports. 
Eastern-European Journal of Enterprise Technologies, 4 (7 (82)), 
4–9. doi: 10.15587/1729-4061.2016.75115 

DOI: 10.15587/1729-4061.2017.65718
IMPROVING THE ALUMINUM DRILL PIPES 
STABILITY BY OPTIMIZING THE SHAPE OF 
PROTECTOR THICKENING (p. 25-31)

Olesya Vlasiy
Vasyl Stafanyk Precarpathian National University,  

Ivano-Frankivs’k, Ukraine
ORCID: http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7310-9611 

Viktor Mazurenko
Vasyl Stafanyk Precarpathian National University,  

Ivano-Frankivs’k, Ukraine
ORCID: http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8052-0641

Ropyak Ropyak
Ivano-Frankivsk National Technical  

University of Oil and Gas, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine
ORCID: http:// orcid.org/0000-0001-7500-336X

Olexander Rogal
Ivano-Frankivsk National Technical  

University of Oil and Gas, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine

The methods of improving the durability of elements of the 
drill string were analyzed. A mathematical model of elastic de-
formation is developed and the loss of stability of aluminium drill 
pipe with inner and outer near-end protector thickenings in the 
middle section is investigated under the action of torque and axial 
compressive force. Based on the results of numerical analysis, we 
determined the magnitudes of critical loads: the torque and axial 
force, at which the loss of stability of pipe occurs depending on the 
different shapes of protector thickening. It was established that the 
shape of protector thickening does not exert significant influence 
on the magnitude of critical axial force, but to a larger extent af-
fects the magnitude of critical torque at which the loss of stability 
of aluminium drill pipe occurs. 

We proposed to improve the stability of aluminum drill pipe 
by optimizing the shape of protector thickening and received ex-
ponential dependence, which describes such a streamlined shape. 
Protector thickening of the optimal shape provides, compared to 
other characteristic shapes, better performance characteristics: 
higher stability of pipe and lower hydraulic resistance to the mo-
tion of washing fluid. We developed a new design of aluminum drill 
pipe with a protector thickening of streamlined shape that retains 
stability up to the critical values of axial force 36209 N and torque 
152270 Nm. 

Keywords: drill pipe, protector thickening, torque, axial force, 
stability, deformation.
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It is known that compressed air is one of the most expensive 
energy carriers while a discrete pneumatic actuator with throttle 
braking of operating unit possesses a rather low degree of energy 
perfection. Present work posed and solved the problem on the 
isolation of all unproductive power consumption in the pneumatic 
actuator. Such power expenditures include losses due to the incom-
pleteness of air expansion in the working cavity, losses in the dead 
space, losses for throttling, additional losses for the fixation of op-
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For accurate and objective evaluation of the stressed-strained 
state of a column of pumping rods (PR), it is necessary to have 
reliable information about axial loads that act in its cross-sections 
at different depth. That is why the purpose of present research is 
to develop a method for the evaluation of loading in the arbitrary 
cross-sections of a PR column taking into account actual operat-
ing conditions. In the paper we present constructed simulation 
models of PR columns, which consider their design features, 
paprameters of operating modes of rod borehole pumping plants 
(RBPP), the peculiarities of interaction between columns of 
pump-compressor pipes (PCP) and PR, the laws of change in ef-
forts in the point of their hanging. 

Using a PR column as a mechanical communication channel be-
tween the wellhead and arbitrary cross-section, we established func-
tions of change in the axial load along its length. This allows us to 
track the dynamics of its change and detect dangerous cross-sections 
in a PR column. Implementation of the models developed enables 
reproduction of the laws of change in the axial load during operation 
cycle for arbitrary cross-sections of PR column. Their existence is 
the basis for analysis of the stressed-strained state and for predicting 
the durability of elements in a PR column. 

Keywords: column of pumping rods, axial load, deep dynamo-
gram, model of a column of pumping rods.
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Measurements of parameters of the Earth’s gravitational field 
from aircraft are the most important because they make it possible 
to carry out measurements in the zones of poles areas the Earth, the 
equator, mountain ranges and other hard to reach areas of the Earth. 
Studying these parameters is necessary for the exploration of mineral 
resources, forecasting earthquakes, tsunamis, etc.

We put forth general principles for constructing aviation 
gravimetric system (AGS) with any type of gravimeter. A list of 
basic components of AGS is compiled: gravimeter of any type, 
system for determining navigation parameters, altitude gauge, 
and onboard computing machine. We analyzed methodological 
errors of the system. Precision requirements to the components of 
AGS are formulated, provided the accuracy of AG measurements 
is 1–2 mGal. The choice of natural oscillation frequency of the 
AGS gravimeter is substantiated, which is 0.1 s-1. The equation 
is derived that takes into account correction from the impact of 
angular velocity of the Earth rotation. We substantiated the ap-
plication of a dual-channel method to construct an AGS gravime-
ter. Expedience of employing neural networks is demonstrated to 
eliminate instrumental errors of the AGS gravimeters.

Keywords: gravimeter, acceleration of gravity, gravitational 
field of the Earth, aviation gravimetric system.

erating unit, and the losses, related to the work to eject compressed 
air from the exhaust cavity.

Authors designed the circuits for actuators, as well as the princi-
ples of their operation, which make it possible to maximally decrease 
such unproductive power consumption.

One more essential shortcoming in the pneumatic actuators with 
traditional circuit of throttle braking is a rather limited level of iner-
tia load, within which the actuator remains operational.

A cardinal solution for these problems in present work is 
achieved due to the transition from the circuits of throttle braking, 
which are quite formally transferred from hydraulic drive technique, 
to the circuits of braking through a change in the structure of com-
mutation connections. Due to this, it was possible for each phase of 
the motion of operating unit to enable the most rational commuta-
tion relations, which allowed us to attain maximum realization of 
the working capacity of compressed air in pneumatic actuator and to 
achieve the most preferable form in the transient process. The latter 
made it possible to substantially increase inertia loads, at which the 
actuator remains operational.

Pneumatic circuits based on the commercially available pneu-
matic equipment are proposed, which realize these principles. A 
mathematical model in the dimensionless form with the isolation of 
criteria of dynamic similarity is developed. Based on this, a region 
of the rational utilization of the proposed actuators is determined in 
the plane of criteria of dynamic similarity; and one of the problems is 
solved on the parametric synthesis in the form of selecting a diameter 
of cylinder, which provides for the work of actuators in the zone of 
the most effective energy saving. 

Authenticity of the obtained theoretical results is confirmed by 
the oscillograms of transient process in the experimental sample of 
energy-saving pneumatic actuator. 

Keywords: discrete pneumatic actuators, structure of commuta-
tion relations, reduction in unproductive power consumption.
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