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The subject matter of the study is determining the essence of economic security. The aim is to systematize the approaches to the 

interpretation of the concept "enterprise economic security". The immediacy of the study is motivated by the lack of consistency, co-

ordination and common views on the discourse in this area, as well as insufficiently substantiated offers for implementing modern 

methods and models of economic security management at all levels of economy. At the same time, despite a large number of 

publications, there remain many unsolved problems in the management of economic security, which is the main component of 

protection against threats, both at the state level and at the level of business entities such as enterprises and organizations. The 

following methods of theoretical and empirical research were used: logical generalization – to substantiate the relevance of the topic, 

the goals and objectives of the study, to determine the essential features of the problem; analysis and synthesis – to describe the 

theories of economic security. Economic security of an enterprise gives rise to a company’s capability to develop, increase its 

competitiveness and the competitiveness of its products, sustain its position on competitive markets, and characterizes the strength 

and economic potential of enterprises to counteract the negative impact of the external and internal environment. At the same time, 

the company’s economic security mirrors the conditions of its protection against any threats which are achieved due to the use of 

existing and potential resources of the company in order to ensure its safe operation in the long run. 

Keywords: economic security, enterprise economic security, approaches for determining the economic security essence, a 

subject of economic activity, classification features of economic security. 

Introduction 

 

In the context of constant environmental threats 

modern business entities are increasingly facing problems 

of ensuring the effectiveness of their activities, which is 

caused by the fact that emerging phenomena and trends of 

the development in the environment do not always have a 

positive impact on the operation of economic entities. 

Some changes in the environment result in dangers and 

threats to an enterprise and, sometimes, act as catalysts for 

deterioration of its condition. That is why the necessity to 

protect enterprise activity as well as its position on 

competitive markets, which consequently ensures the 

economic security of business entities, is a logical 

response to negative changes in the environment. 

 

Analysis of literature sources and problem setting  

 

Many scholars focused on the problem of 

determining the essence of economic security, among 

them are: V. Muntian [10], M. Kamlik [6], M. Bennikov 

[2], B. Belokurov [1], D. Kovalev and T. Sukhorukova 

[8], G. Kozachenko, V. Ponomarev and A. Lyashenko [9], 

O. Illyashenko [5], E. Rudinchenko [14], and others.  

Their researches reveal the essence of economic security, 

factors that influence it, as well as approaches to 

determining the essence of such concept as "enterprise 

economic security". 

Today, the problem of determining the essence of 

economic security of an enterprise is characterized by a 

great number of scientific ideas. Economic security of an 

enterprise was considered just as a practical task some 

time ago; so taking this fact into account we  

should admit the lack of a unified approach of researchers 

to the essence of the concept "enterprise economic 

security". 

The purpose and objectives of the study. 

Considering the above, the purpose of the study is to 

systematize approaches to the interpretation of the concept 

of "economic security of an enterprise". 

Materials and methods of research 

 

The following methods of theoretical and empirical 

research were used while considering the target problem: 

logical generalization was in order to substantiate the 

relevance of the topic, the goals and objectives of the 

study, to determine the essential features; analysis and 

synthesis were used in order to characterize approaches to 

the definition of the essence of the concept of "enterprise 

economic security". The information and factual basis of 

the study is monographs and publications of Ukrainian 

and foreign authors as well as Internet resources. 

 

The results of researching 

 

The economic security of an enterprise is a synthetic 

category of political economy and political science, which 

are closely linked to the categories of economic 

independence and dependence, stability and vulnerability, 

economic sovereignty and economic pressure, blackmail, 

coercion and aggression [10, p. 351]. 

 

Discussion of the results 

 

The term "economic security" was firstly used 

during the Great Depression in the United States. At that 

time, the idea of economic security was associated with 

individuals, and actions ensuring it were directed at 

harmonizing the social situation in the country and at 

developing public retirement income system and social 

insurance of the unemployed. In Ukraine, economic 

security was firstly mentioned during the period of 

independence. But today there are many definitions of the 

concept "enterprise economic security" and a wide variety 

of ideas as for the essence of this category. 

For example, N. Gapan relying on the researches of 

M. Kamlik [6, p. 9], S. Nikolayuk and D. Nikiforchuk [11, 

p. 15], V. Shlikov [16, p. 138] states that the economic 

security of an enterprise is a complex characteristic, which 

means the level of protection of all types of enterprise’s 
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potential against internal and external threats, which 

ensures stable operation and effective development, and 

also requires business administration management [3]. 

L. Yurovich considers the company’s economic security 

as the protection of the enterprise against negative impacts 

of external and internal environment, the ability to 

eliminate various threats quickly or adapt to external 

conditions without negative consequences for the 

enterprise [17]. The author refers to the scientific works of 

N. Kapustin and M. Bendikov. N. Kapustin proves that the 

economic security of an enterprise is a set of factors that 

provide independence, stability, ability to progress under 

destabilizing factors [7, p. 19]. According to M. Bendikov, 

the economic security of the enterprise represents the 

protection of its scientific, technological, production and 

personnel potential against direct and indirect threats [2, 

p. 25]. 

At the same time, it should be noted that most 

scholars conclude that there is no single integrated 

approach to the interpretation of the category of economic 

security taking into account the wide range of opinions 

regarding the definition of the concept (Table 1). 

Table 1. Enterprise economic security: the essence of the concept 

Author Definition 

V. Belokurov [1] 

Competitive advantages caused by the correspondence of the material, financial, personnel, 

technical and technological potential and the organizational structure of an enterprise to its 

strategic goals and objectives 

O. Grunin 

S. Grunin 

[4, p. 37-38] 

Business conditions under which the entity, using the corporate resources in the most efficient 

way, prevents or eliminates the influence of existing threats or other unforeseen circumstances or 

protects itself against them,  and in general ensures achieving the main business objectives in the 

conditions of competition and economic risk 

D. Kovalev 

T. Sukhorukov 

[8, p. 48] 

Protectability of a business entity from the negative effects of external environment, as well as 

the ability  to eliminate quickly various threats or adapt to existing conditions that do not affect 

its activities negatively 

G. Kozachenko,  

V. Ponomarev,  

O. Lyashenko 

[9, p. 87] 

Harmonizing in time and space economic interests of an enterprise with the interests of external 

environment involved and their partial protection against threats 

A. Odintsov 

[12, p. 45-46] 

The process aimed at protecting the entrepreneurial structures and individuals whose activities 

include elements of entrepreneurship against criminal competitiveness and other methods that 

harm them due to violations of law and business ethics 

E. Oleynikov 

[13, p. 138] 

The most effective use of corporate resources in order to prevent threats and to ensure the 

sustainable operation of an enterprise at present and in future. 

M. Fomina 

[15, p. 11] 

The most efficient use of resources in order to eliminate the threats and ensure the effective and 

stable operation of an enterprise at present and in future. 

O. Illyashenko states that a large variety of 

definitions of the concept of "economic security of an 

enterprise" is associated with the number of its attributes. 

The author notes that various researchers used such terms 

as conditions, needs, the ability of an enterprise, the 

condition of its activities, the characteristics of activity 

conditions or directly the enterprise activities to determine 

these attributes [5, p. 33]. 

In order to disambiguate this concept, the 

systematization of approaches to the definition of the 

essence of the concept is suggested on the basis of 

researches conducted by O. Ilyashenko [5] and Y. 

Rudinchenko [14] (Fig. 1).  

Considering table 1 and fig. 1 it should be noted that 

the following definitions of "enterprise economic 

security" can be attributed to several approaches, which 

characterizes the phenomenon of economic security as a 

complex interdisciplinary category and represents its 

intrinsic qualities. 

The economic security of an enterprise is a state of 

the entity as an economic system in which it is capable to 

respond adequately and prevent effectively all existing 

threats, both internal and external. [5, p. 245] 

According to [11, p. 205] the economic security of 

an enterprise is defined as a complex category that 

characterizes the ability of the systems created at the 

enterprise to withstand the destabilizing effects of internal 

and external factors in order to ensure the efficient use of 

its resources (capital, personnel, technology, information, 

technology, etc.), existing market opportunities 

(competitiveness) , as well as fulfillment of other statutory 

tasks in the current period and in the future. 

There is also a concept such as "integrated system 

for providing enterprise economic security", which 

includes a certain set of interrelated elements (measures of 

organizational, economic and legal nature) that, when the 

enterprise reaches the main objectives of the business, 

provides its security against real or potential threats that 

can lead to material losses. 

The essence of the company's economic security is 

to ensure its progressive economic development in order 

to produce the necessary goods and provide services that 

meet the needs of the enterprise and social needs. 

Economic security of the enterprise manifests itself in 

ensuring its stable activity, preventing the leakage from it 

of any information. 

The material basis of economic security of an 

enterprise is its economic potential, which determines the 

possibility of protecting the economic system from the 

adverse effects of the internal and external environment. 

The analysis of numerous external hazards and 

threats, directions and objects of their actions, possible 

consequences for business is associated with long-term 

research. Nevertheless, each enterprise and, above all, 

business managers, considering particular situation their 

business face, should determine (predict) the most 



ISSN 2522-9818 (print) Innovative technologies and scientific solutions for industries. 2017. No. 1 (1) 

  

100 

significant (dangerous) problems and develop a system of 

measures to detect them timely, reduce their influence, 

prevent them. 

Economic security of the company is conditioned to 

the interaction of various factors. Some factors for a 

particular period of time can be considered definite (for 

example, technical characteristics of fixed assets, number 

of employees, etc.). Others are subject to significant 

changes over a relatively short period of time (eg 

fluctuations in product prices, supply and demand levels, 

level of investment activity, etc.). A number of factors can 

not be precisely quantified. [19, p. 773] 

External and internal factors can cause damage to 

the economy of the enterprise in four cases: 

1. The system of economic security of the enterprise 

is constructed in such a way that it can not foresee a threat 

to its occurrence. 

2. The threat arose, but officials responsible for the 

economic security of the company can not foresee it. 

3. The threat is detected, but the management of the 

company is not able to prevent its negative consequences 

4. Enterprise management tries to solve the problem, 

but its actions do not lead to a positive result [11, p. 205]. 

Since all factors are closely interrelated and have a 

comprehensive impact on the processes of economic 

security, enterprises need a comprehensive study of the 

whole set of operating factors. A detailed analysis of the 

conditions and factors of economic security allows the 

company to develop measures for the formation of 

mechanisms and systems of protection against dangers 

and threats.  The more developed other systems, the less 

destructive forces that lower security parameters. 

approach
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process

resource
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harmonization
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Fig. 1.  Systematization of approaches to the definition of "enterprise economic security" [5, p. 40; 14, p. 20] 

Conclusions 

 

Thus, enterprise economic security determines the 

company’s ability to develop, increase its competitiveness 

and the competitiveness of its products, sustain its position 

on competitive markets, and also characterizes the 

strength and economic potential of enterprises to 

counteract the negative impact of external and internal 

environment. At the same time, the company’s economic 

security mirrors the conditions of its security against any 

threats that are achieved due to the use of existing and 

potential resources of the company in order to ensure its 

safe operation in the long run. 

The increase of negative impact on the economic 

security of entrepreneurship leads to negative social and 

economic consequences (reducing volumes of production 

(services), deteriorating competitive environment and 

rising prices, increasing unemployment and decreasing 

social protection of citizens, reducing tax revenues to the 

budget, reducing the level of democratization of society as 

well as entrepreneurial activity, and deterioration of public 

attitude to the policy of public administration, etc.).  
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Consequently, the economic security of an enterprise is a 

combination of economic relations that arise to ensure 

stability, sustainability of the interests of an enterprise with 

the interests of the environment. 

Citizens and their associations should also support 

economic security. Moreover, their actions should be 

extensively encouraged by the state. However, active 

participation of a citizen in ensuring economic security is 

impossible without understanding its importance and 

without proactive attitude to life. In fact, the Constitution 

of Ukraine clearly states that, along with protecting the 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine, ensuring 

its economic security is the most important function of the 

state and a matter of concernment of the whole Ukrainian 

nation.

References: 

1. Belokurov, V. The structure of functional components of the economic security of an enterprise [Struktura funktsyonal'nykh 

sostavliaiuschykh ekonomycheskoj bezopasnosty predpryiatyia], available at: http://www.safetyfactor.ru. 

2. Bendykov, M. (2000), "Economic security of an industrial enterprise (organizational and methodological aspect)", Consultant to 

director ["Ekonomycheskaia bezopasnost' promyshlennoho predpryiatyia (orhanyzatsyonno-metodycheskyj aspekt)", Konsul'tant 

dyrektora], No. 2, pp. 24-26. 

3. Hapan, N. Economic security of an enterprise: the essence, content and basis of assessment [Ekonomichna bezpeka 

pidpryiemstva: sutnist', zmist ta osnovy otsinky], available at: http://dspace.uzhnu.edu.ua/jspui/bitstream/lib/1145/3/98.pdf 

4. Hrunyn, O., Hrunyn, S. (2002), Economic security of the organization [Ekonomycheskaia bezopasnost' orhanyzatsyy], St. 

Petersburg, 160 p. 

5. Illiashenko, O. (2016), Methodological principles of formation and functioning of mechanisms of the system of economic security 

of the enterprise: dissertation [Metodolohichni zasady formuvannia ta funktsionuvannia mekhanizmiv systemy ekonomichnoi 

bezpeky pidpryiemstva: dis…doctora ekonom. nauk], Sievierodonetsk, 606 p. 

6. Kamlyk, M. (2005), Economic security of entrepreneurship. The economic and legal aspect: a manual [Ekonomichna bezpeka 

pidpryiemnyts'koi diial'nosti. Ekonomiko-pravovyj aspekt: navchal'nyj posibnyk], Atika, Kiev, 432 p. 

7. Kapustyn, N. (1999), "Economic Security of the Industry and Firms" ["Ekonomycheskaia bezopasnost' otrasly y fyrmy"], Biznes-

inform, No. 11-12, pp. 17-22. 

8. Kovalev, D., Sukhorukova, T. (1998), "Economic security of the enterprise"["Ekonomycheskaia bezopasnost' predpryiatyia"], 

Economy of Ukraine, No. 10, pp. 48-51. 

9. Kozachenko, A, Ponomarev, V., Liashenko, A. (2003), Economic security of the enterprise: the essence and mechanism of 

provision: a monograph [Ekonomycheskaia bezopasnost' predpryiatyia: suschnost' y mekhanyzm obespechenyia: monohrafyia], 

Lybra, Kyev, 280 p. 

10. Muntiian, V. (1999), Economic security of Ukraine: monograph [Ekonomichna bezpeka Ukrainy: monohrafiia], KVISh, Kyev, 

464 p. 

11. Nikolaiuk, S., Nykyforchuk, D. (2005), Security of business entities: course of lectures [Bezpeka sub'iektiv pidpryiemnyts'koi 

diial'nosti: kurs lektsij], KNT, Kyev, 320 p. 

12. Odyntsov, A. (2008), Economic and Information Security of Entrepreneurship: A Textbook for High Schools, 2nd edition, revised 

and updated [Ekonomycheskaia y ynformatsyonnaia bezopasnost' predprynymatel'stva: ucheb. posob. dlia VUZov], Publisher 

"Akademiya", Moscow, 336 p. 

13. Olejnykova, E. (ed) (1997), Fundamentals of Economic Security (State, Region, Enterprise, Personality): A Training Manual 

[Osnovy ekonomycheskoj bezopasnosty (Hosudarstvo, rehyon, predpryiatye, lychnost'): ucheb.-prakt. Posob], ZAO "Byznes-

shkola "YntelSyntez", Moscow, 288 p. 

14. Rudnichenko, Ye. (2014), Influence of subjects of customs regulation on the system of economic security of the enterprise: 

dissertation pidpryiemstva [Vplyv sub'iektiv mytnoho rehuliuvannia na systemu ekonomichnoi bezpeky: dis…doctora ekonom. 

nauk], Khmelnytskyi National University, Khmelnytskyi, 579 p. 

15. Fomina, M. V. (2005), Problems of Economically Safe Development of Enterprises: Theory and Practice: Monograph [Problemy 

ekonomichno bezpechnoho rozvytku pidpryiemstv: teoriia i praktyka: monohrafiia], Donetsk: DonDUET, 140 p. 

16. Shlykov, V. (1999), Complex maintenance of economic safety of the enterprise [Kompleksnoe obespechenye ekonomycheskoj 

bezopasnosty predpryiatyia], Ryazan, Aletejia, 145 p. 

17. Yurovych, L. Economic security of an enterprise: the essence, factors of influence, main problems [Ekonomichna bezpeka 

pidpryiemstva: sutnist', chynnyky vplyvu, osnovni problemy], available at: http://ena.lp.edu.ua:8080/bitstream/ntb/4894/1/95.pdf 

18. Bukowiz, W., Williams, R. (2000), "The Knowledge Management Fieldbook", London, Financial Time, Prentice Hall, pp. 71–72. 

19. Fitzenz, J. (2001), Rentowność inwestycji w kapitał ludzki, Oficyna Ekonomiczna, Krakow, p. 23. 

Received 20.06.2017 

 

Відомості про авторів / Сведения об авторах / About the Authors 

Аванесова Ніна Едуардівна – кандидат економічних наук, доцент, Харківський національний університет 

будівництва та архітектури, професор кафедри фінансів та кредиту, м. Харків, Україна; e-mail: ninelka28@gmail.com; 

ORCID: 0000-0003-3636-9769. 

Аванесова Нина Эдуардовна – кандидат экономических наук, доцент, Харьковский национальный университет 

строительства и архитектуры, профессор кафедры финансов и кредита, г. Харьков, Украина; e-mail: ninelka28@gmail.com; 

ORCID: 0000-0003-3636-9769. 

Avanesova Nina – PhD. (Economics), Associate Professor, Kharkiv National University of Construction and Architecture, 

Professor of the Department of Finance and Credit, Kharkiv, Ukraine; e-mail: ninelka28@gmail.com;  

ORCID: 0000-0003-3636-9769. 

Чупрін Євген Сергійович – Харківський національний університет будівництва та архітектури, студент кафедри 

фінансів та кредиту, м. Харків; Україна; e-mail: rmchuprin@gmail.com; ORCID: 0000-0001-8386-8689. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sievierodonetsk
http://ena.lp.edu.ua:8080/bitstream/ntb/4894/1/95.pdf


ISSN 2522-9818 (print) Innovative technologies and scientific solutions for industries. 2017. No. 1 (1) 

  

102 

Чуприн Евгений Сергеевич – Харьковский национальный университет строительства и архитектуры, студент 

кафедры финансы и кредит; г. Харьков, Украина; e-mail: rmchuprin@gmail.com; ORCID: 0000-0001-8386-8689. 

Chuprin Yevhen – Kharkiv National University of Construction and Architecture, Student of the Department of Finance and 

Credit, Kharkiv, Ukraine; e-mail: rmchuprin@gmail.com; ORCID: 0000-0001-8386-8689. 

 

ЕКОНОМІЧНА БЕЗПЕКА ПІДПРИЄМСТВА: СУТНІСНА ХАРАКТЕРИСТИКА 

ПОНЯТТЯ 

Предметом дослідження є проблематика визначення сутності економічної безпеки. Мета полягає у систематизації підходів 

до трактування поняття "економічна безпека підприємства". Актуальність теми даного дослідження зумовлено  відсутністю 

системності, координованості та єдиних поглядів стосовно категорійно-понятійного апарату у цій сфері, а також 

обґрунтування пропозицій щодо впровадження сучасних методів та моделей управління економічною безпекою на всіх 

рівнях економіки. Разом з тим, не дивлячись на велику кількість публікацій, залишається багато невирішених проблем 

управління економічною безпекою, яка є основною складовою захисту від загроз, як на рівні держави, так і на рівні суб’єктів 

господарювання – підприємств і організацій. У статті було використано такі методи теоретичного та емпіричного 

дослідження: логічного узагальнення – для обґрунтування актуальності теми, мети і завдань дослідження, для визначення 

сутнісних ознак; аналізу та синтезу – для характеристики теорій економічної безпеки. Економічна безпека підприємства 

обумовлює здатність підприємства до розвитку, підвищення його конкурентоспроможності та конкурентоспроможності його 

продукції, збереження власної позиції на конкурентних ринках, а також характеризує силу й економічний потенціал 

підприємства протистояти негативному впливу зовнішнього та внутрішнього середовища. У той же час економічна безпека 

підприємства відображає стан його захищеності від будь-яких загроз, який досягається за рахунок використання наявний і 

потенційних ресурсів підприємства з метою забезпечення його безпечного функціонування у довгостроковій перспективі. 

Ключові слова: економічна безпека, економічна безпека підприємства, підходи до визначення сутності економічної 

безпеки, суб’єкт господарської діяльності, класифікаційні ознаки економічної безпеки. 

ЭКОНОМИЧЕСКАЯ БЕЗОПАСНОСТЬ ПРЕДПРИЯТИЯ: СУЩНОСТНАЯ 

ХАРАКТЕРИСТИКА ПОНЯТИЯ 

Предметом исследования является проблематика определения сущности экономической безопасности. Цель заключается в 

систематизации подходов к трактовке понятия "экономическая безопасность предприятия". Актуальность темы 

исследования обусловлена отсутствием системности, скоординированности и единых взглядов относительно категорийно-

понятийного аппарата в этой сфере, а также обоснования предложений по внедрению современных методов и моделей 

управления экономической безопасностью на всех уровнях экономики. Вместе с тем, несмотря на большое количество 

публикаций, остается много нерешенных проблем управления экономической безопасностью, которая является основной 

составляющей защиты от угроз, как на уровне государства, так и на уровне субъектов хозяйствования – предприятий и 

организаций. В статье были использованы следующие методы теоретического и эмпирического исследования: логического 

обобщения – для обоснования актуальности темы, цели и задач исследования, для определения сущностных признаков; 

анализа и синтеза – для характеристики теорий экономической безопасности. Экономическая безопасность предприятия 

обусловливает способность предприятия к развитию, повышение его конкурентоспособности и конкурентоспособности его 

продукции, сохранение собственной позиции на конкурентных рынках, а также характеризует силу и экономический 

потенциал предприятия противостоять негативному влиянию внешней и внутренней среды. В то же время экономическая 

безопасность предприятия отражает состояние его защищенности от любых угроз, который достигается за счет 

использования существующих и потенциальных ресурсов предприятия с целью обеспечения его безопасного 

функционирования в долгосрочной перспективе. 

Ключевые слова: экономическая безопасность, экономическая безопасность предприятия, подходы к определению 

сущности экономической безопасности, субъект хозяйственной деятельности, классификационные признаки экономической 
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