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WAR IN UKRAINE AND THE ROLE 
OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN ENSURING 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION OF STATES 
IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH CARE

Annotation. The purpose of this scientific article is to identify the role of international non-governmental 
organizations in ensuring international cooperation of states in the field of health care.

The article focuses on the role of such international non-governmental organizations during 
the war in Ukraine: the Red Cross Committee, the World Medical Association, the International 
Pharmaceutical Federation, etc.

International cooperation of states in the field of health care is a complex of legal means and 
institutions that the subjects of international public law - states - use to achieve common goals in 
the field of health care, which is implemented in the forms of multilateral and bilateral participation 
and is carried out accordingly to generally recognized principles and norms of international law. 
It can be carried out with the participation of both states and international intergovernmental 
organizations, but not international public organizations.

The subject of international legal relations in the field of health care can only be that international 
organization that is endowed by its member states with special competence, defined in its 
charter. The term “international intergovernmental organization” is not synonymous with the term 
“international public organization”.

The participation of non-governmental legal entities in activities in the field of health care does 
not contradict the norms of international law, however, they are not subjects of international legal 
relations in the field of health care, because they are not endowed by the states with special 
competence, which would be determined in their statute.

Keywords: a person, the highest social value, displaced persons, the Ukrainian Red Cross, The 
World Medical Association, the Health Care Committee of the European Business Association, 
World Psychiatric Association.

1. Formulation of the problem. 

A person is the highest social value [1]. The health of the population is one of the most important factors 
in the development of the economy of any country and the well-being of the population. Over the last half 
century, the ability of the health care system to influence the health of the population has increased several 
times. According to the definition of the WHO, a modern health care system should ensure the availability 
of medical services for those who need them most, be characterized by high quality and safety of medical 
services, and ensure the maximum possible health outcomes at the population level. According to the WHO, 
the health care system, provided it is effectively organized, can ensure a decrease in total mortality under 
the age of 75 – by 23% in men and by 32% in women; mortality from coronary heart disease – by 40-50% [2].

The hostilities on the territory of Ukraine do not stop - the Russian invaders continue to hold a number 
of temporarily captured settlements, make attempts to capture others, the ARC, part of the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions remain occupied.
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The activity of the Red Cross Society of Ukraine is active in Ukraine. It is based on the Geneva Conventions 
of August 12, 1949, as well as on three Additional Protocols to them dated June 8, 1977 (I, II) and December 
8, 2005 (III). The activities of the Ukrainian Red Cross Society are regulated by the Law of Ukraine “On 
the Red Cross Society of Ukraine” of 2014, the Law of Ukraine “On the Symbolism of the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent, Red Crystal in Ukraine” of 2010, Decree of the President of Ukraine dated 28.10.1992 No. 548/92 
“On the Society of the Red Cross of Ukraine”, as well as the Statute of the Red Cross of Ukraine [3].

The Ukrainian Red Cross fruitfully cooperates with 21 national societies of foreign countries with which 
cooperation agreements have been concluded, with the financial support of international colleagues, it 
carries out more than 20 humanitarian programs every year [3].

More and more people from the east of Ukraine, the south and the north of Ukraine are coming to 
Zakarpattia Oblast. They become internally displaced persons. Discrimination of internally displaced 
persons in the field of health care is certainly unacceptable - the state is obliged to ensure their right to 
health care and medical assistance.

From February 24, 2022, the Red Cross Society of Ukraine mobilized all forces and resources for an 
immediate response to the humanitarian crisis that arose from the unfolding of the armed conflict in 
Ukraine. The main task of the Society’s organizations is to provide the basic needs that currently arise for 
people fleeing the war and starting to live in a new place [3]. 

District, city-district, city and regional organizations of the Red Cross Society of Ukraine at the local level 
support IDPs. In organizations, volunteers and employees of the Red Cross Society of Ukraine issue food 
kits (cereals, pasta, canned goods, sugar, flour, oil and other long-term storage products), hygiene products 
(baby and adult diapers, male and female hygiene products, disinfectant solutions, etc.). Medicines and 
medicines can also be issued to people if available. In addition, the organizations have Clothing Banks, 
where there are both new and used items that anyone who applies can take for themselves and their 
families. The Clothing Bank has clothes for adults, children’s things, toys, and there may also be basic 
necessities: dishes, blankets, bed linen, towels, etc. [3].

There is a war going on in Ukraine. The number of rocket attacks is increasing every day. More and more 
people suffer from war.

In such conditions, the role of international non-governmental organizations in ensuring international 
cooperation of states in the field of health care is strengthened.

The participation of non-governmental legal entities in activities in the field of health care does not 
contradict the norms of international law, however, they are not subjects of international legal relations 
in the field of health care, because they are not endowed by the states with special competence, which 
would be determined in their statute.

The purpose of this scientific article is to identify the role of international non-governmental organizations 
in ensuring international cooperation of states in the field of health care.

2. Analysis of scientific publications. 

The issue of international cooperation of states in the field of health care was studied in the scientific 
works of Yu. Bysaga [4; 5; 6; 7], S. Buletsa [8; 9;], L. Deshko [10; 11; 12; 13; 14] and others. In particular, in the 
scientific works of L. Deshko, it is rightly noted that the objective necessity of international cooperation in 
the field of health care is explained by the importance of this type of activity for humanity. In particular, 
its results played, are playing and will play an important role in solving global problems of humanity 
(epidemics of plague, typhus, cholera, etc., pandemics caused by influenza viruses (H1N1, H3N2, H2N2) 
and highly pathogenic strains of bird flu (H5N1, H7N3), the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, etc., maintenance of 
international peace and security, etc.), as well as in ensuring sustainable development [15].

Also, Professor Lyudmila Deshko correctly emphasizes in her research that there has been an expansion 
and deepening of international cooperation in the following areas: human rights in the field of health 
care, the international mechanism for their protection; international cooperation in the field of creation, 
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production, quality control and sale of medicinal products; international cooperation in the fight against 
the circulation of falsified medicinal products; international cooperation in the field of combating the 
illegal circulation of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors; international cooperation in 
the field of providing medical care with the use of transplantation and implementation of activities related 
to transplantation; international cooperation in the field of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation; 
international cooperation in the field of blood donation and its components; international cooperation 
in the field of sanitary protection of the territory and ensuring the epidemiological well-being of the 
population [15]. Also on the agenda were issues of global human security in connection with pandemics 
caused by influenza viruses (H1N1, H3N2, H2N2) and highly pathogenic strains of bird flu (H5N1, H7N3), 
SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, etc., and other factors [15].

This study develops the approaches laid down by L. Deshko regarding international cooperation in the 
field of health care and focuses on the issue of the role of international non-governmental organizations 
in ensuring international cooperation of states in the field of health care in the conditions of Russian 
aggression against Ukraine.

3. Presentation of the main material of the study. 

Public organizations, activists and volunteers were the first to respond to the challenges posed to the 
communities by Russia’s full-scale war in Ukraine - helping the military, searching, setting up logistics, 
supporting people who come to the community in search of medical assistance, security, collecting 
humanitarian aid, etc.

The World Medical Association was founded against the background of the atrocities of war and the abuse 
of the medical profession to violate human rights and dignity. As L. Deshko notes, on September 17, 1947, 
the World Medical Association was founded – an international organization that represents doctors of 
the world. It is designed to ensure professional independence (autonomy) of doctors and high standards 
of their professional activity. The World Medical Association adopts norms of medical activity, which are 
mandatory for doctors of all countries of the world.

The World Medical Association condemns the Russian invasion of the territory of Ukraine and calls for an 
end to hostilities; the world medical organization believes that the Russian political leadership and the 
Russian armed forces are responsible for the human suffering caused by the conflict.

According to the WMA statement on the cooperation of national medical associations during or in the 
aftermath of conflicts all national medical associations and their members have an obligation to uphold 
the ethos of medicine, to demonstrate absolute forthrightness and honesty in confronting historical and 
ongoing national conflicts, as well as to preserve the lessons gleaned from all forms of unethical behavior. 
This includes maintaining a clear commitment to human rights, explicitly rejecting racial, religious, 
gender, sexual orientation and any other forms of discrimination and actively confronting moral failures 
of the medical profession [16].

In 1912, the International Pharmaceutical Federation was founded – the World Federation of National 
Pharmaceutical (Scientific) Associations. It is designed to represent the interests of pharmacy and 
pharmaceutical science throughout the world. The International Pharmaceutical Organization has the 
status of a non-governmental organization [18; 19], which cooperates with WHO [20]. The organization 
holds annual congresses, considering current issues in the field of pharmacy (Internet pharmacy, etc.).

Member companies of the Health Care Committee of the European Business Association continue to 
support the health care system of Ukraine, providing humanitarian aid to patients of Ukraine with vital 
medicines and medical products, as well as providing financial assistance to charitable organizations and 
international funds.

Since the beginning of the military aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, pharmaceutical 
companies of the Association Committee, namely: Abbott, AbbVie, Adamed, Alcon, Arterium, Astellas, 
AstraZeneca, Bausch Health, Bayer, Berlin-Chemie, BMT Medical Technology s.r.o., Boehringer Ingelheim, 
Darnitsa, Egis , Farmak, Fresenius Medical Care, Gedeon Richter, GSK, Glenmark, Johnson & Johnson, MSD, 
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Novartis, Orion Pharma, Pfizer, Philips, Polpharma, Reckitt Benckiser, Recordati, Roche, Sandoz, Sanofi, 
Santen, Servier, Takeda, Teva, USB, Wörwag Pharma provided assistance to Ukraine in the amount of 
about 234 million US dollars, which is more than 8 billion 659 million hryvnias [17].

In 1980, the Section of laboratories and drug control services was created, which is designed, in particular, 
to determine the principles of quality assurance of medicinal products, to investigate their quality, and to 
exchange information on issues of quality assurance control. Thus, as a result of studies of such generic 
drugs as glibenclamide, carbamazepine, prednisone, phenytoin, furosemide, differences in their solubility 
(in vitro) were established, which indicates the risks of their absorption. This information was distributed 
among all countries of the world [15].

In 1950, the World Psychiatric Association was founded, which is designed, among other things, to 
expand the knowledge and skills necessary for work in the field of mental health, to contribute to the 
improvement of care for mentally ill persons, to carry out the prevention of mental disorders, to protect 
the rights of mentally ill people, to promote the development and to observe the highest ethical standards 
and quality standards when conducting research and providing psychiatric care, to promote compliance 
with the principle of non-discrimination when providing care to the mentally ill, to protect the rights of 
psychiatrists.

Although initially the World Psychiatric Association was created to hold world psychiatric congresses 
once every three years, later its activities expanded and began to include: conducting regional 
meetings, improving the quality of training of specialists, developing and adopting ethical, scientific and 
therapeutic standards in the field of psychiatry. Thus, the World Psychiatric Association participated in the 
implementation of the code of professional ethics for psychiatrists. To overcome the severe consequences 
of stigma and discrimination associated with schizophrenia, the World Psychiatric Association initiated 
the launch of the global program “Open-the-Doors” (1996). In 2005, the Stigma and Mental Health Section 
of the Organization was established [15]. 

Therefore, the international cooperation of states in the field of health care is a complex of legal means 
and institutions that the subjects of international public law – states – use to achieve common goals in 
the field of health care, which is implemented in the forms of multilateral and bilateral participation and 
is carried out in accordance with generally recognized principles and norms of international law. It can be 
carried out with the participation of both states and international intergovernmental organizations, but 
not international public organizations.

The subject of international legal relations in the field of health care can only be that international 
organization that is endowed by its member states with special competence, defined in its charter. The 
term “international intergovernmental organization” is not synonymous with the term “international 
public organization”.

The participation of non-governmental legal entities in activities in the field of health care does not 
contradict the norms of international law, however, they are not subjects of international legal relations 
in the field of health care, because they are not endowed by the states with special competence, which 
would be determined in their statute.
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